
If the Division fails to take adequate enforcement action against a person violating the requirements for a Class II well, EPA may take Federal enforcement action. Federal enforcement actions will he in accordance with the State, facility and public notification procedures in Section 1423 of SDWA. 

3. Emergency Situations 

Situations endangering human health will receive immediate and paramormt attention by the Division and EPA. The party with initial knowledge of such situation shall imme­diately notify the other party by telephone. 
E. Program Review and Evaluation 

1. Division 

The Division shall provide EPA with an annual report on the recent operation of the Class II program. Specific contents of the report are described in Attachment #1 and .may be renegotiated from time to time. The period to be covered by the annual report shall be the calendar year ending December 31, with reports completed and available to EPA no more than 60 days later (March l). 

In addition, the Division shall provide a separate report of preventive actions taken by operators of new Class II wells. At minimum, this report shall include: 

a. the number and general type (e.g. injection pressure limit) of preventive actions proposed in the applications; 
b. the number and general type of preventive actions actually taken; and 

c. if necessary, a brief summary explaining the reason(s) for any differences between proposed and ·aetual preventive actions (e.g., pending actions). 

The report 1 s due within. 3· months after the second anniversary of the effective date of this Agreement. The final format will be negotiated at least 3 months prior' to the due date. 
If the Division proposes to allow any mechanical integrity tests other than those specified or justified in the 1425 Demonstration, the Division shall provide in advance to EPA sufficient information about the proposed test that a judgment about its usefulness and reliability can be made. f 

2. EPA 

EPA shall conduct mid-year evalua dons at least during the first 2 years of the Division's operation of the program. 
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public , and' r~~td ~ s~ . .t.te , .a1!4 loCal agen~~ vii 1 be provided 
tp. t:be S,upeey~~i· '4~1J.l·thj,r:lj- (~0):4a~·of'receipt~ 

•\>' 

3. EIDer seney Si~1iatd.ons 

Upon t'eceipt of any ~nfOD!Ultion that any (4lass II injection 
operation· is .endangering human health or the environment and 
reqtd.res etll~eacy response' the party in reeeipt of such 
infonutiol:l sb.~ll illlll.i!diatel.y notify by telephone the other 
party of the .isteaee of m;1eh a situation. 

C. Penrl.ts 

1. Division 

! 
Within 10 work1,ng days of receipt, the Division shall provide 
a written response .tQ any written notice ~ intent to commence 
drilling. 

2. EPA 

Upon receipt by EPA, any Class II permit application and sup­
porting infoi"IIIation shall hE!. buned:f.ately forwarded to the 
Division. 

Some facilities and activities aay require permits from the Di­
vision and EPA (and/or other State agencies) under different 
programs. Wh~ appropriate, the Division and EPA will parti­
cipate in a joint permit processing procedure. The procedure ~ 

will be developed on a case by case basis. 

D. Compliance, Mon:l:.f.oring and Enforcement 

1. Division 

The Division shall adhere to the campliance mO'f.:litoring, 
tracking, and evaluation program described in tbe 1425 
Demonstration. The Divis:f,on shall maintain a timely and 
effective compliance monitoring system including -timely and 
appropriate actions on non-eompliance. 

2. EPA 

EPA shall conduct periodic site and activity inspections on 
injection operations, giving priority to operations. _having the 
greatest potential to endanger public health. 

r 
EPA may participate with the Division in the inspection of 
wells or operato.L' records. EPA shall notify the Division 
usually at least ten (10) days prior to any proposed inspection 
and shall describe the well(s) or record(s) to be inspected 
and the purpose of such inspection. · 

3 



In part, the mid-year evaluations will be based on the reports provided above. At least 10 days prior to the evaluation, EPA tahall notify the Division regardlng the information, material, and program areas that will be covered. This may include selected permit files, budget records and public notification and complaint files. The e'faluation may be conducted at either the Division's headquarters or one of its dlstrict offices. 

F. Public Participation 

1. Division 

The Division shall provide adequate public notice for its proposed actions as described in the Division'.s 1425 Demn­stration. 

Copies of such notices shall also be sent to: 

a. Director, Water Management Division, EPA-Region IX; 

b. Chairperson, State Water Resources Control Board; and 

c. Chairperson of the affected Regional Water Quality Control Board. 

The Division's final decision on proposed actions shall contain a rea~nse to comments that summarizes the substantive comments received and the disposition of the comments. This shall become k part of that particular project file. 

At a minimum, the Division shall apply these public participation procedures to applications for new underground injection projects, significant modifications to existing permits, and to aquifer exemptions. 

2. EPA 

EPA shall participate at any scheduled public hearing at the request of the Division. ' Such requests shall be made at least 10 days prior to the hearing. ., 
Any appropriate comments on the proposed action shall be made by EPA within the normal fifteen day comment period. The exception is the designation of exempted aquifers (see the section on Aquifer Exemptions). 

G.·. Program Revision 

A program revision may be necessary when the Division\s or EPA's statutory authority is modified or when there is a substantial modification to the program. The procedure for revising the program shall be that described in 40 CFR 123.13(b). 
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Attachment 1 

Annual Report Contents 

At a minimum, the Annual Report shall include: 

a. an updated inventory; 

b. a summary of surveillance programs including results of monitoring and 

mechanical integrity testing, the number of inspections conducted, the 

number of new wells, correct~ve actions ordered and witnessed, instances 

of wells out of compliance and their current status; 

c. an account of all complaint;s reviewed by the Division and the actions 

taken; 

d. results of the review of existing wells made during the year; 

e. a summary and status of tbe enforcement actions taken; 

f. number of emergency permits issued and current status; and 

g. instances of variances and discretionary exemptions during the year. 



3. Day in this Agreement is defined as a working day. 

4. Underground Source of Drinking Water (USDW) is defined in 40 
CFR 146.03 and 122.3. 

Sonia F. Crow M.G. Mefferd 
Regional Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 9 

Date 

State Oil and Gas Supervisor 
California Divis ion of Oil and Gas 

Date 
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H. Aquifer Exemptio'Q. 

An Ut\dergronnd Source of Drinking Water (USDW) may be exempted 
for t~ purposes of a Cla&lil II :tnjeet;ton veil if it meets the 
criteria in 40 CFR. 146.04. · · 

Aquifers exempted by the Division and EPA under this Agreement 
shall only be applicable for the injection of fluids related to 
Class II activities defined in 40 CFR 146.05(b). 

Aquifer exemptions made subsequent to the effective date of this 
Agreement shall opt be effective until it is approved by the 
Administrator or Regional Admini~tra tor (if delegated) in writing. 

After the effective date of this Agreement, an aquifer exemption 
must be in effect priot to or concurrent with the issuance of a 
Class II permit for injection wells into that aquifer. 

Aquifers which were proposed for exemption in the 1425 Demonstra-
- 0 

tion and are exempted are identified in Attachment #2. All t~se 
aquifers proposed for exemption in the 1425 Demonstration and 
~ not exempted will be phased out within 18 months 'of the 
effective date of this Agreement (~'-e._.h~ ~3)" 

1. EPA 

Within 10 days after ~eceipt of the information on the 
aquifer(s) proposed by the Division for exemption, EPA shall 
notify the Division if any additional information is deemed 
appropriate. ~PA shall either approve or disapprove the 
aquifer exemption within 60 days after receipt of all 
appropriate information. Any disapproval by EPA shall state 
the reasons for the decision. Requests for additional 
information ... nd final determinations en aquifer exemptions 
shall be in written form. 

If the new aquifer proposed for exemption is a non-hydrocarbon· 
bearing USDW, EPA will coordinate its pu~lic p~rticipation 
activities on aquifer exemptions with the Division's public 
participation activities-during project review. 

I. Other Agency Involvement 

The Division shall administer the Class II program and maintain 
close cooperation with California's State Water Resources Control 
Board (SWRCB) and the Minerals Management Service. 

J. Definitions 

1. Class II well is defined in 40 CFR 146.05(b). 

2. Aquifer is defined in 40 CFR 146.03 and 122.3. 
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.. S":A':"% llA'I'l!:l WIT!SOIJ?.O::S C:OttTROl. B)AA,D 
and DePJI.?.'IY.<:NT OP Ct:tlS!:i<VA":IOII 

.DIVISIC.!l 07 o:L J:;o CI..S 
(see reverse Blde tor 
addresses of distr1~ 
o!!1eeeJ 

CA.L!F'C?!Il.\ p.=;(;IC!IAZ. A'AT?:lt 
OUALITY m;:?cL oo~s 

(s~~ re~rse si~~ for a~~resGes of l:lcarC:s and r.~.ap of reqionat 

The State Wat.er Re=urces Con~rol Beard an~ Cali!omia Rcqional Wat.er O'.J3lity Con~rol Boa:-l!s have the Frifflary rc~nsibility for ~t.er ~~alit7 and water pollution control. (~~er Co~a Sections 13260, 13263, and lJ32~.) 

stac:tory re~nsibility ~or ~.e ?Cevcntion of V3~r pollution rcsultinq fro~ the drillinq, o?Crati~n. ~intenance and ~~ln~o~~~nt o! oil and gco~~~r:al •~lls rests ~t~ the State Division of Oil and Gas (Public Resources Code Sections 3106 and 3107) 
In order to (1~ si~?lify re?ortinq o! pro?Qsed vaste ~isc~3r~es by ~~~ oil or qeo~~e~al O?erators, (2) achieve coordi~3t!on o! acti·nty. an~ (3) cli=ina~ Cc?licati~~ o! ef!ert a~n~ the State agencies. the proce~.Jre outli~cd has been !or.=.Jla~ed and aco?ted by t~~ Divisic~ c! Oil a~d Cas and th~ S~ate wa~r Resocrces Con~rol 3oar~. As far as t:.e~e State a;cn:i~s a=e eo~cc=~~~. t~e ~tj~d of re?artin7 pro~ted oil a~d gec~~e==al !ield was~e ~~cr cti::~ar~es ~11 be ~ni!o:~ t~:c~g~:ut t~e State. P.~~ver. 
in r~gions ~~~rc loc~l ~;e~:ies ~ave ordi~~;es oo~t:ollinq oil ar~ geot:.~~3l field ~ste disc~arqes. tho re«;ional l:lcard Yi.ll follo.., ~~atever :crcceQJres it has "'rked out. v,tJa the local a;enc:ies relative t.o the reportin9 of t..hese wasta dise.haro;es. 
The Division of Oil and Cas vill noti!y tJ-.e reqional boa~s ~ckly of all ne.., O?eraU!rs ln the State. DiVision of Oil and Cas personnel :hall rercrt all potential pollution prc~1~--suc~ as S?illed oil c:a qTO'.Jnd sur!ace '"-'Ucl\ could wash into a surface st.ream wrinc) a raiD st.or:~~- to the appropriate !'egional board. 

• A. 

Pl!OCZ!11iU: FOR !tEPO~ 
PROPOSED OIL .:.!::D G~";":-:Z?-".l.l. Fu::t.l) WASTE WN':C::il D!S=.-!.;.~CZS .;!:l) FOR 
P~BISG DISQI.;.;u:;:C: P.E:::::UX~ 

DISPOSAL CP 'r:AS'n WATER S"l SUAFAC% 
DISC:~:: 

B. DISPOS~ Ci!' W1.57!: "'~'"'ER BT INJtCTIO!l ISTO FOR.".A'i'lC:iS 0? rviiOt.'S t'.!:DIA tiOT COOTA.DI.IKG . .FJU:SB 11."AT.Cl 1. Pilino of ~~rt5 
~ oil or qcot~e~al o~rator shall file a Re~t of "'ast.e Oisc~aroe with the appropria~e C~lifcrnia Regional 
~~ter Quality Cor.~:ol ~ard. ~~ich t~ea !on.-.srds a c~rbon c::;>y of t.~is re?Ort to the Division o! Oil ar.~ Gas. (In regions ~~e:e l~cal a~er.c1es have 
crdinanc~s controlli~ oil and oeo­thcrr.al field ~~ste aisc~-q~s.-t~~ regional board ~ill follov ~natever 
prcce~.Jres it h3s •orked cot With t.~e 
loc~l agencies relati'~ to t.~e :-eporting of the~e ~~ste dis:~ges., 
Construet!on ~f Oi~~s~l ~3cilit!~s !a) se:o:e ccnst~~=~lon oi cts~sal facilities. the r~~ion&l boards~ ~~e Division of Oil an~ G3s. local and other ll<)encies 'lo"i.ll consult ,."it.h erne another and ~on~ct 3ny r.~c~ssary investig3tions o! t.he ?=~?ose~ ~~ste discharge. After eonstructic:: of such facilities. the Division of Oil ll.."ld cas ~~11 ins?ect th~ s~~s ~riodica1ly and r"port .lny Cl'."Cr!lololS or seepaqe to the r"aional bo.lrd$. 
(b) 'l•."hen 01 su~ ts t.!) ~ .censtructed for the trc3~~e~t anJior stor3~a of 
~~ste ~~ter, 3 plot. ~1~ ~~~~n9 location of ::U!'!'";>• tC'!'QQr.l!"'~Y of .1rea. and pertinent. ~~t.l ~~.lll.l~le o~ 
9round~o1t~r l~vel ~nd so11 conditions '-ill toe ::u~i tted alonq W'1 ~" the R~port of ~as~e Disc~ge. 

l. V.'\ste r'li :<:-~:sT<Tf' l':r~'i Ti...,...-rt. s 
Tta~ rt·~&<-""·'1 ~"·~:·..1 .. ,.! 11 ;•:-•~::cri~ ret;uin·,.,._•nt.s for cit sc-h~r<l .. oi tho ,.-:ntf' ,,,.lt rr .~n.J rurni si\ .1 cc-;•y of tho 
r~irc-n.•nts to tho li&Vi:<ion of Oil. ,:,:ld C3S. 

1.. 

.2. 

Repgrt o! ~~ste 01~~~~re~ 
The oil C?erator •~ll :-e::ert t.ha proposed ·~ste ~isc~arqe to tl\e Division. of Oil ant! Gas on !o=s required by the Division erA !ile in ~ District Of!ice. Tbe Division Will ~'len forward a carbon eopy of its re?O:-t to the appropriate re9ional. beard. · 
JnVPstie!t{~~ a~~ ~~s~ltatien 
The D1v:.s:~.on 0: 011 .::::::i G~s. t.he regional. board. ~~d loe31 ae~::eies ~11 co::sult lolit.h one li.."IOt."'cr a~ con~t. any r:ecessary investigations of t~~ proposed ~~ste d1s­·c:har~ 

rtc:-oui r<":"'E'n-::s 
(a) 7he D&viston o! Oil. an4 Cas will prescribe r~ire=c~ts ~or disc~.1rqe of the '-71Ste ...-.ltCT in .1=cr:!3r..::e .. "i th statutory e~1i~~tior.s. furnishin9 a eopy oC the doa:.-.cnu -t.o the apprOj)riate 
~~ionel bou·d. 
(b) 'the reqton:lll board vi 11 either eoncur .!tt the r~.Jirc~ents of tho Oivision of i)il and G3s cr ?r~scribe $e~~rate dtsc~.1r;e requi rc:":~ent s. bu~ in~ i ~her <:3se ~ 11 furnish a CO?Y of its actions to ~~e Ph·ision of <'H and <O~s. 
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25. ORDERS A..l\ID LEGAL i\CTIONS 

Division 3 of the Public Resources Code authorizes the supervisor to issue 
orders in several specifi~ situations. Orders nay be issued to: repair 
wells, abandon wells, discontinue unreasonable wastage of gas, screen or 
ellln.inate hazardous sumps, shut down an oil and gas production operation 
maintaining a hazardous sump, adopt a repressuring plan to ameliorate sub­
sidence, unitize or pool separate producing properties, adopt a well spacing 
plan, and undertake such action as is necessary to protect life, health, 
property, or natural resources if an emergency exists. 

District deputies are authorized to issue orders to repair or abandon wells, 
to screen or eliminate hazardous oil sumps, and to shut do~~ an oil and gas 
production operation maintaining a hazardous sump. Al1 other orders are issued 
by the supervisor. Generally, an order is issued only after a reasonable 
attempt to obtain voluntary compliance with requirements has failed. 

See Section 4.5 for instructions on providing oral testimony or writt2n deposi­
tions in private civil disputes. 

25.1 ORDERING WELL ABk\DON}ffiNT 

\~ells that require formal action fall into t>vo general categories: 
(a) deserted wells (Sec. 3237) and (b) hazardous or idle-deserted wells 
(Sec. 3250-3259). These wells may be either unbonded or bonded in various 
amounts. The procedure for handling these two categories of wells differs 
slightly and is discussed in the following sections. 

25.11 General Procedures 

An order to abandon a well covered by an individual bond rr.ay be 
issued by the district deputy without requesti~g permission from 
headquarters if it is reasonable to assume that th~ bond ,.,-ill cover 
the entire cost of abandonment. In such a case, the formal order 
number should be assigned by the district office as follo~.;s: 

district number, follo\.;ed by year, followed by a hyphen and t~2 

sequential order number (i.e., 479-1). A copy of the order should 
be sent to headquarters upon issuance, along with the supporting 
data. 

Headquarters permission is required prior to issuance of orders 
to abandon the following categories of wells: 

a. Wells covered by blanket bonds. 

b. Wells for which the abandonment cost will only partially be 
covered by individual bonds. 

c. Unbonded deserted wells (Sec. 3237). 

d. Idle-deserted wells (Sec. 3250-3259). 

e. Haz.ardous Hells (Sec. 3250-3259). 

For any of the a~ove five categories, a letter is submitted 
to the supervisor stacing the circumstances lc3ding up to the 
request for a form~l order. If justified, the number of th~ 
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order to be issued is given to the district office with 
necessary instructions regarding content. 

Before requesting formal order, do the following: . . 

a. Make every reasonable effort to have operator (if active) 
comply with our requirements; 

b. Inspect surface location of well; 

c. To ensure that other prescribed steps have been taken, 
refer to Manual of Instructions sectionq on Abandonments 
(Sec. 1), Complaints and Special Investigations (Sec. 12), 
and Bonds (Sec. 48). 

25.12 Distribution of Orders 

Orders are written on standard 8~" x 11" paper, copies as 
follows: 

1 (Original) to owner, operator, or referee in bankruptcy 

1 Headquarters 

2 - District file (1 well record; 1 chronological file of 
orders) 

1 - Landowner (if ordering abandonment) 

1 - Surety (if ordering abandonment) . 1 
(if well 1s bonded) 

1 each - Interested parties (ir deemed appropriate by 
district deputy) 

1 - Regional Coastal Commission if well is within coastal 
zone2 • 

Copies of all formal orders sent to the surety or operator must 
·be by certified mail, return receipt requested. 

1A cover letter should be included to inform the surety of the 
option to arrange to have the work done, and that it would be 
to the surety's financial advantage to do so, as a service 
charge of $585.00 would be added to the cost of any work 
arranged by the division (see Exhibit 1). 

2If-extensive road building or vegetation removal is required 
for access to the well, a pennit may be required from the 
Coastal Comnission. If specific advice regarding the need for 
a permit is not received from a Regional Co;nrJission ,.,i thin two 
weeks, it may be presumed that a permit is not required. 

25.13 If Order is Apnc2led 

The appeal must be a written statement filed by the operator, 
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25.13 - Continued 25.15 

surety, or landowner with ·the supervisor or district deputy, 

the appeal must state that the o~der is not acceptable, and 

that appeal from the order is· t~ken to the director under 

provisions of this chapter. The appeal must be filed within 

ten days of the service of the order, i.e., within ten d~ys 

following the date noted on the returned receipt acknowledging 

delivery of the order. 

Following receipt of an appeal, the district deputy should 

prepare a "fact sheet", outlining the events leading to the 

order, to be forwarded to the supervisor with the appeal. 

This material will be submitted to the di~ector, wh~ will then 

schedule a hearing. 

25.14 Termination of an Order 

25. 15. 

Upon issuance of a formal order, the district will pursue the 

purpose stated therein to an approved conclusion. If the well 

is abandoned, a copy of the Final Letter, Form OG159, in addition 

to normal distribution, is sent to headquarters and one copy is to 

be affixed to the file copies of the formal order in the district. 

If the well is repaired, then a copy of the history of work done 

should be affixed to the copies of the formal order. If the work 

is not done within two (2) years, then the formal order should be 

cancelled by an explanatory nemorandum, signed by the district 

deputy, affixed thereto with an additional copy to headquarters. 

Ordering Abando~~ent - Deserted Well 

An informal opinion of the Attorney General dated August 23, 1971 

(see Attachment B), states that in determining whether a 'lvell is 

deserted pursuant to Section 3237 of the Public Resources Code, 

the supervisor "may consider any evidence which shm-1s an intent 

of the operator to desert the well". The opinion goes on to say 

that if the supervisor, from all evidence available to hin, con­

cludes that an operator intended to "give up the well 11
, he may 

issue an order of abandonment pursuant to Section 3237. The 

evidence must sho\v an intent to desert. Here nonuse or inacti Yity 

is insufficient to prove desertion, but nonuse or inJctivity 

coupled with any acts manifesting an intention to d~sert is 

sufficient. 

Section 3237 provides that certain facts constitute p-;::ina facie 

evidence of desertion (removal of drilling equi~~cnt for six 

months or the renoval of production equipment for ::'~'0 years). 

The effect of making these facts prima facie evidence of 

desertion is to obviate the necessity of producing 2ViGence of 

intent when these facts are present. This is not, hOi;ever, a 

limitation on the nature of the evidence that may be considered 

in determining an intent to desert a well. Therefore, the ab­

sence of the prima facie evidence designated in Section 3237 

would not preciude the issuance of an order of ab.J.ndon:;-,e.nt if 

there are avaiL1ble all of the facts lis ted above, frc:-:1 ',.hich J.:l 

intent to desert can be inferred. 

In lieu of prima facie evidence of desertion,. __ act? ~:l!lifcsting 
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25.15- Continued 25.17 

an intent to desert would-include failure of the operator to 
answar certified inquiries from. the supervisor, coupled with 
a substantial period of inac~ivity. 

Contact headquarters if any problems or difficulties arise in 
determining whether or not a well should be classified "deserted" 
pursuant to Section 3237. 

For those tmbonded wells that meet·the definition of "deserted 
under Section 3237, issuance of an abandonment order and property 
lien should be standard procedure. 

General policy will be to issue orders for abandonment of un­
handed deserted wells only in specific cases as the need arises. 
This will apply to both uncompleted wells and former producers. 
Procedure for issuance of order under Sec. 3237 is the same as 
for any other order, but the requirement of desertion must be 

met; otherwise, an appeal could be sustained by the director. 

25.16 Ordering Abandonment to Secure Release of Bond 

25.17 

.,/ 

Abandonment may be ordered to secure release of a bond whether 
or not damage is tlrreatened or occurring (Sec. 3237). Generally 
this section should be used when a surety desires to terminate 
a bond and the operator cannot be located. It may also be used 
as a result of a complaint or when the deputy wishes to abandon 
a well that is a possible source of damage. 

If required abandonment has been partially completed, the 
company's attention should be called to the fact that a final 
letter cannot be issued until work has been properly completed. 
As a last resort, a formal order should be prepared in those 
cases where the omitted requirements are serious. When abandon­
ment of a bonded well has been satisfactorily completed in 
accordance with a Standard Agreement, the bond is not eligible 
for release until surety has paid claim for amount of abandon­
ment charges plus the service charge levied by the division. 
Therefore, the well should be listed on separate Form OGD150 
with the notation: "Abandonment has been satisfactorily com­
pleted and bond may be released when surety has paid claim in 
full." Form A0-117 (Authorization for Payment of Invoices), 
will be prepared at hea.dquarters following receipt of approved 
invoices from the district deputy. 

Ordering Abandonment Under Section 3237 (Deserted \·J,-::11) 

a. Refer to Sec. 25.11 for issuance of order nuwber. 

b. Deputy will prepare and sign order. Orders issued for the 
abandonment of deserted wells should contain a reference to 
Sec. 3226 as well as to Sec. 3237. (See Exhibit 2 for sample.) 

c. Follow Sec. 3224 for method of serving order. 

d. Send copy of order to surety if bond is still in force on 
well. 
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25.17- Continued 25.182 

e. If the owner, operator, or referee does not respond to the 
order or does not commence the ~ork ordered in a reasonable 
time, 30 days by la~, the surety, or lando~ner if there is 
no covering bond, should be given the opportunity to make 
arrangements with a contractor for the performance of the 
work. (See Exhibit 1 for sample cover letter to surety or 
landowner.) 

f. If this method fails, the deputy should secure three bids 
with a vie~ to having the work done by the lo~est satisfac­
tory bidder. Bid invitations should be sent only to licensed 
contractors. 

g. If bids are on a time-and-materials basis, send bids received 
to headquarters for review prior to issuing contract. 

h. Issue contract on Stnadard Form 2 (refer to current contract 
samples for procedure and format). 

25.18 Hazardous Well 

25.181 Definition 

25.182 

For the purposes of Sec. 3251, a well must meet at least 
one of the following criteria to be classified as 
hazardous: 

a. Flowing or leaking oil, gas, or water at the surface, 
or 

b. Has pressure at the ~ellhead, or 

c. Is open at the surface, or 

d. Strong technical evidence that the ~ell is in a 
condition that could cause subsurface damage to 
fresh~ater deposits or hydrocarbon reservoirs. 

If at least one of the above criteria is met, the district 
deputy must further determine and document by lette~ to 
the supervisor that the operator is defunct and the present 
landowner has received little or no financial benefit from 
the ~ell. The latter determination may be difficult. For 
instance, ~e do not want to relieve a landowner of the 
financial liability for the abandonment if he received a 
substantial discount on the price of the property because 
of the ~ell(s). If there is any doubt as to financial 
gain or responsibility, the matter should be referred to 
headquarters for review. 

Purpose of Order 

The purpose of the "order" to abandon a hazardous •.vell 
is to notify all affected property ow~ers of the division's 
intent to enter and abandon the well. As required by the 
Public Resources Code, it is an order to allow entry and 
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25.182 - Continued 25. 185 

abandonment, subject to the right of appeal as specified 
in Section 3255(c). Therefore, prior informal contact 
with property owners should be made for the purpose of 
explaining the operations to be perfo.rmed and obtaining 
consent (see "limited License" attached to the sample 
order). This should provide better understanding, coop.­
eration, and supyort from the public in such matters. 

25.183 Use of "Hazardous" Classification with Bonded Wells 

Do not use the "hazardous" category if the estimated cost 
of the ordered work is fully covered by a bond. 

If the estimated cost of the ordered work is partially 
covered by a bond, then classify (if applicable) the well 
as hazardous. The hazardous-well allotment will be re­
imbursed in the amount of bond coverage when payment is 
received from bonding company. 

25.184 Format and Mailing Distribution 

The formal order is prepared on standard ~~~ x 11" paper. 
Copy requirements and distribution are as follows: 

COPIES 

1 (original copy)* 

1 

2 

1* 

1 

DISTRIBUTION 

Landowner(s) of property upon which 
the well is located 

Headquarters 

File (one well record, one chrono­
logical file of orders) 

Landowner(s) of property upon which 
entry is required for access to the 
well 

Coastal Zone Commission if well is 
within Coastal Zone (see Sec. 25.12 
AM01). 

*Distribution to landowner(s) must be via certified mail. 

25.185 Samnle Formal Order - (See Exhibit 3) 

It is essential that the names of all affected property 
owners are listed. This includes property upon which the 
well is located as well as property upon which entry is 
required for access to the well. The names should be 
listed as recorded with the county assessor. 

Exhibit A: The present condition of the well should be 
typed on a separate 8~" by 11" page and attached to the 
order so that it may also be used for bid packages and 
contracts. It should be as complete as possible. · 
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25.185 -Continued 25.195 

Item 1. Location of the well should be known at this 
stage. It should include reference to the 
nearest structure(s)' and habitation, if pos­
sible. (See Sec. 1.12, A.~Ol for preliminary 
work to locate well.) · 

Item 2. The description of accessibility should cover 
lands in the vicinity of the well in addition 
to the land upon which the well is located. 

25.19 Idle-deserted Well 
• 

25.191 Definition 

25.192 

25. 19 3 

The provisions of Sec. 3237 must apply (refer to Sec. 
25.15 AMOl), and district deputy must further determine 
and document by letter to the supervisor that the opera­
tor is defunct and the present landowner has received 
little or no financial benefit from the well. Tne latter 
determination may be difficult. For instance, we do not 
want to .relieve a landowner of the financial liability for 

the abandonment if he received a substantial discount on 
the price of the property because of the well(s). if 
there is any doubt as to financial gain or responsibility, 
the matter should be referred to headquarters for review. 

Purpose of Order 

Refer to Sec. 25. 172 &'101 and substitute "idle-deserted 
· well" for ·"hazardous well". 

Use of "Idle-deserted" Classification with Bonded Wells 

Do not use the "idle deserted" category if the estimated 
cost of the ordered work is fully covered by a bond. 

If the estimated cost of the ordered work is partially 
covered by a bond, then classify (if applicable) the well 
as idle deserted. The hazardous-well allotment will be 
reimbursed in the amount of bond coverage when payment 
is received from bonding company. 

25.194 Format and Mailing Distribution 

See Sec. 25.184 ~~01. 

25.195 Samole Formal Order 

See Sec. 25.185 ~~01 (substitute idle-deserted for 
hazardous). 

Note: "Idle-deserted" must also meet criteria of 
Sec. 3237, PRC. 
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25.2 25.31 

25. 2 ORDERinG WELL REP AIR 

25.21 Criteria 

(Well no~ satisfactorily completed or abandoned by active opera­
tor, or property reverted to landowner who does not wish well 
abandoned,or new lease made to new operator.) 

If property has reverted to landowner and former principal 
(operator) desires to have bond released, we can issue a for­
mal order that will enable him to enter the premises and perform 
the work in spite of the landowner's objection, or we will re­
quire the landowner or new operator to post a new bond, after 
which the old bond may be released. • 

If landowner or new operator intends to attempt to produce the 
well, it would be advisable. to obtain from both a definite time 
limit for commencing operations to put the well in a proper condi­
tion. Deputy should then notify landowner and new operator that 
a formal order will be issued if work has not been commenced 
within a reasonable time. 

Operator should be notified, with copy to landowner, that unless 
order is complied with within a reasonable length of time (30 days), 
this division will proceed to have the work performed, call upon 
the surety to defray the cost up to the limit of the bond, and 
place a lien on the land to satisfy the remainder of the cost if 
it exceeds the limit of the bond. 

Order should specify repair, or abandonment in lieu of repair, 
because, if the new operator complies, he will undoubtedly repair 
the well; and, if the work is done by the surety, it will be for 
abandonment. It is advisable·to provide for either action in 
case the division must appoint agents to abandon the well. 

(See Exhibit 4 for sample order.) 

25. 3 ORDERING SUMP REMOVAL OR SCREENING 

It is illegal for anyone to maintain an oil sump that is hazardous or 
immediately dangerous to wildlife. Pursuant to Chapter 5, Division 3 
of the PRC, all hazardous, exposed oil sumps in the state must either 
be screened or eliminated. The division works wi~h the Department of 
Fish and Game, through a joint program, to implement the statu~es and 
to provide an ongoing program of sump elimination and screen~ng. 

25.31 Definitions 

An "oil sump" is defined by statute (Sec. 3780, P3.C), 2s "any 
open depression or basin in the ground, whether oan-cade or 
natural, which contains oil or a combination of oil a"d water". 
The statutes also discuss "hazardous" oil sumps and "irn::.ediately 
dangerous" oil sumps for which different administrative proce­
dures apply. Following are definitions, adopted by the division 
and the De;artment of Fish and Game, of the two types of oil 
sumps: 
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25.31 - Continued 25.51 

25.4 

a. "Hazardous oil sump" -either (1) more than 10 percent of the 
surface area or (2) more than 100 square feet is covered 
with a visible filo of oil capable of entrapping wildlife. 

b. "tmmediately dangerous oil s'l.lllip" - those sumps that would be 
classified "hazardous" but that also contain wildlife losses. 
Generally, a sump containing fewer than 10 entrapped animals 
(except rare and endangered species) will be excluded from 
this category. 

25.32 Procedure 

By statute, action by the division starts only after notification 
by the Department of Fish and Game of the existence of a hazardous 

sump. For procedures, see "Attachment A". 

Note: If any unreported, hazardous sumps are discovered by divi­

sion field personnel, the Department of Fish and Game should be 
notified and requested to file an inspection report so that the 
division may initiate formal action. 

ENFORCING ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 

The supervisor is mandated (Sec. 3106, PRC) to so supervise the drilling, 

operation, maintenance, and abandonment of wells as to prevent, as far as 

possible, damage to life, health, property, and natural resources. The 

California Administrative Code, Title 14, Subchapter 2, Sections 1750-
1780, lists environmental requirements and certain practices that are 
proscribed. 

25.41 Procedure 

Any well locations or attendant facilities found not to be in 
compliance with regulations should first be brought to the 
attention of the operator on an informal basis. The operator 
should be requested to submit a plan to achieve compliance within 
a reasonable time. If informal contact fails to bring results, 
then a Legal Notice (Form OGD51) outlining specific violations 

and corrective action to be taken is sent. 

If corrective action is not taken within a reasonable tine, a 
Delinquency Notice (Form OGD52) is sent (certified mail, return 
receipt requested). The final action, if violations are not 
corrected, will be to file a complaint with the district attorney. 

Penalty for failure to comply is outlined in Section 3236, PRC. 

25.5 LEGAL ACTION 

25.51 Legal Action for Failure to File Bond or Notice 

If an operator starts to drill a well without filing bond or 
notice, or enters a well to perform work for which a bond and 
notice are required and fails to file these documents, a divi­
sion representative is sent to the well to inform the crew that 
the well is being drilled illegally, that each person is liable, 
and that bond and notice must be filed prior to resuming 
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25.51 - Continued 25.53 

operations. An appropriate entry shall be made in the well's 
log book. The operator is also notified by letter. If drilling 

continues, the district attorney is requested by the deputy to 

take legal action. Failure to file bond or notice is a misde­
meanor. District attorney's office issues a citation to the 
operator, directing him to appear. If, after answering the 

citation, the operator neglects to file bond and notice, a 
complaint may be issued by the district attorney and signed by 
the deputy or engineer in charge. The State Oil and Gas Super­

visor is notified prior to taking such action and later notified 

of the results obtained. 

25.52 Unreasonable Waste of Gas 

The unreasonable waste of natural gas is unlawful. The blowing, 

release or escape of gas into the air is prima facie evidence of 
unreasonable waste. Gas production from any oil well in quantities 
exceeding a reasonable proportion to the amount of oil produced 
(escessive GOR) may also be deemed unreasonable waste. 

25.521 Public Hearing 

Upon receiving a complaint and petition from any person 
operating in any oil field that there is occurring an 
unreasonable waste of gas, the director shall order the 
supervisor to hold a public hearing to consider the com­
plaint. The director may also order a hearing on the 
application of the supervisor. Prior to a hearing, a 
contour map and one cross section of the affected field 
or pool will be prepared by the district involved and 
submitted with the deputy's affidavit to headquarters. 
Affidavit will state that the contour map and cross 
section depict the division's interpretation of the sub­
surface geologic structure of the field (pool). Hearing 
procedure is described in Sec. 3303-3305, PRC. 

25.522 Order 

Following the hearing the supervisor will determine 
whether or not there is an existent or threatened un­
reasonable waste of gas, and also det~rmine the extent 
to which the waste of gas, occurring or threatened, is 
unreasonable. If the allegation of wastage is not sup­
ported by the evidence presented, a decision to that 
effect will be rendered. If it is found that an un­
reasonable wastage of gas is occurring or threatened, an 
order, specifying remedial action, will be issued by tha 
supervisor (see Sec. 3307-3314, PRC for procedure). See 
Exhibit 5 for sample order. 

25.53 Well Spacing Plan 

For procedure refer to PRC Section 3609 and the following sections 
of the California Administrative Code: 

January 19 80 



25.5 3 - Continued 25.54 

a. Section 1721.2 Petition 

b. Section 1721.3 Adoption of a Well-spacing Plan 

c. Section 1721.4 Denial of Petition 

d. Section 1721.5 Finality of Order of Supervisor 

e. Section 1721.6 Revision or Repeal 

f. Section 1721.7 Exceptions 

g. Section 1721.8 Pooling 

25.54 Time Limit for Legal Action 

Statutes provide that prosecution for a misdemeanor ~ust be 
started by the District Attorney within a year of the offense. 

If the supervisor determines, after a public hearing, that the 
development of a pool, discovered after January 1, 1974, re­
quires a well-spacing pattern othe~ than that specified in 

Sec. 3600-3608.1, PRC, to prevent waste, protect correlative 
rights, and increase the ultimate economic recovery of oil and­
gas, he may adopt a well-spacing plan to apply to the surface 
and the subsurface of such pool. 

January 1980 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA-RESOURCES AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

!VISION OF Oll AND GAS 
416 -9th STREET, ROOM T3 16 

SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 9.5814 

(916) 44.5-9686 

USE DISTRICT LETTERHEAD) 

January 14, 1980 

Gentlemen: 

EDMUND G. BROWN JR., Governor 

EXHIBIT l 

.. 
Ajax Oil Company 
Well No. "Jones" l 
Sec. 10, T3S, RlOTJ, SBB&H 
Los Angeles County 
Bond No. 10-205-200 

The enclosed order to abandon the subject well is self-explanatory. 

This is to inform you that if the required work ·is not begun in the 

time prescribed (30 days), this Division will proceed to have the 

work done. 

Your company may wish to make arrangements for the abandonment of 

the well and it would be to your financial advantage to do so. If 

this Division must arrange for and supervise the abandonment work, a 

service charge of $585.00 will be added to the cost. 

If you wish to arrange for the work, please contact me and I will 

send you a list of abandonment contractors in the area, and also· 

send you the necessary forms. 

If you do not respond within 30 days, I will assume that you do not 

wish to undertake the work and I will proceed to make the necessary 

arrangements for the well abandonment. 

Sincerely, 

Deputy Supervisor 

Enclosure 

January 1980 
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' (Type on plain white paper) 

September 18, 1980 

VALI·WOD rRODUCTION' CO"t-LPANY 

UNITED PACIFIC INSURP..:lCE COHPANY 

EXHIBIT 2 - Page 2 

·~ the matter of the cor:dition of Valwood Production Company, >·;ell 

"Valwood-He?::ges•• 24-30, Sec. 30,' T. 29 S., R. 23 W., 1f.D.B. & H., Kern County: 

This Division has determined that production equipment has been removed 

from the ·Hell for a period of more than t¥m years and that t-he v7ell has not been 

satisfactorily·~pleted or al_;andoned. The present condition of the Hell, ac­

cording tn tl:P :-cco:-:2::: cf thi.::; ::::ivis~_on, is shov.rn on Exhibit A, atL:ached h,::re':·lith 

and made a part of this order. 

Sections 3237 and 3226, Article 4, Chapter 1, Division 3, Public Rescm!:"ccs 

Code, read in part as follows: 

Section 3237: "The supervisor or his deputy may order the abandonment of 

any well that has been deserted whether or not any dc;.:nage is occurring or 

threatened by reason of said well .... ReDoval of production equipment or 

facilities :i .. s Dri.mo. L:-::ie evidence of de:sertion after the elapse of tc.JO 

~':~2.rs ;1t'r-e:: .\pril 1, 107:? , . Such order Tiay be appealed to the director.•• 

Section 3226: "1-iithin 30 days after sc:.:cvice 'Jf an order, -;::urE:uant to 

Sections 3224 and 3225 or Sectioil 3237, or if there. h;::.s been an nppe2l 

frora the or:der to the director, >dthin 30 cL:v~ c'fter service of the 

decision of the director, or if a review has been t2k2n of the order cf 

·the director, \-lithin 10 days after the affiri!ia.;.:c:e of the o}·dc.r, th2 o~ome.r 

or operator shall comnence in gocd faith the ;.;ork ordered and c:ontL1u:::: it 

until completion. If the ,;rork has not been cOT::1J""•ence>ci c.n'td con tinned to 

comple:tion, the supen.risor shall 2ppoint necessary <l2,ents \>'ilo shall E.i."ct2.r 

the premises and perform the \Wrk. r'1r1 accurate a.ccoliil:: of the e:xpond:Lt:n~c.s 

shall be kept. Any amount so expended shall constit·ute: a lien agaiw:;t reccl 

or personal property of the o>·mer or operator pursuant to th8 provisions 

of Section 3423. 11 

IT IS HEREBY OF.DEP.ED thilt the w2ll be auando:1ed in c:ccordance Hi-::h the: 

sp.-::cifications outlined in Exhibit B, attached hc;::211it;, ;.:md rr:.~d·2 2. Fl::-t oi t>i.s 

order. This order m.::ty be appe.::tJ.ed to the Director of Conserva:.i~~:l vi~1:5.~;. five 

days of scr\~ce of this order. 

N: G. :t-f:E FFElill 

State Oil c.etd c~~-' ';t::-c<\'~ ~· -,r 

By ----- ------·-----



Accor~ing to t~e records nf thi~ Jivision, is RS follows: 

1. locR"':ion: :r:'ro'!l N'.\ cor. of .sec. ?0; 2172'S., 931'E.· 

2. Acces~ihility: ?v c:rt trail from r.i~hway ~~ about ~ miles westerly frn~ 

Buttonwillow. 

~. Descrintion of site: !ncomnlPte well head, cellar open and unfencPrl, twn 

4. Stat~~: UncoT.nleter. i~le ~ince Jur.e ~n, 197F.. 

~. Total dent~: gzlO'. 

F.. Casinr: 1~" cementer. et 4c;•; 10 3/4•• cer.1ented at 1005'; 7" fro7.eo At 0 1:2.'1• 

cerr.er:ted P.~~/or r""cerr:eo!:ted ?-220', ~zc::C)•, and 8'700'. 

Flu!:'~: 

1 ~. .~unY. 

. ___________ , ____ _ 



.. 

"SXRTf.rr A ContinuP.ri: 

E"a!lri~. No wnrkover ActivitiP~ h<~ve bPE>n initiated to date. ':'hil" wP11 

has ce~or.strqte~ +hp rd~9bility of :lowing water to the surface. 

1 c:.. rther Co:n:'!ler:ts: ::;uote ~rn., operators history on June 30, lQ?f:,' "Tt A~~P1'lr1" 

a vacuu:'!l behind the '7" ca~ing and heavy cement contarr.inateri r.~ud wR~ hein~< 

sw1'!bl:-eri. Secured well and movPri ou':. Suspended pending workover." 

--------------
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Section 25 

EXHIBIT B 

The following operations are necessary by the operator or the Division's authorized 
agent to abate the existing conditions of well "Valwood-Hedges".24-30: 

1. A Notice of Intention to Abandon (Form OG108) shall be filed with this Division 
at least five days prior to commencing work. 

· 2. The operator or the Division's authorized agent shall enter the property and 
the following program, or such necessary operations as determined by this 
Division from engineering and geological data, shall be perfomed: 

a. Adequate blowout prevention equipment shall be installed and maintained 
in operating condition at all times. Hinimum equipment, DOG Class III 
(API 21-1-RSR..A), mud pit level i.ndicator and alarm. 

b. Drilling fluid of a quality and quantity to control subsurface conditions 
in order to prevent blowouts, shall be used. Hinimum drilling fluid of 
85 pounds per cubic foot in weight and about 500 barrels in ready volume. 

c. The well pressure shall be reduced to zero at the surface and the tubing 
removed from the hole and safely stacked nearby in an orderly manner. 

d. The well shall be cleaned out to 8364', or as deep as possible. 

e. The well shall be plugged with cement from 8364' to 8180' or to 100 above 
the clean-out depth. 

f. The casing shall be shot at 8100' and squeeze cemented. Sufficient cement 
to fill 100' both inside and outside of the casing shall be used. 

g. The hole shall be filled with drilling fluid of same quality as in step 
3 (b). 

h. The well shall be plugged with cement from 31' to 6', incl~ding all annular 
spaces .. 

i. All well casing shall be cut off at least 5 feet below the surface of the 
ground and removed. (For urban areas) a steel plate at least as thick as 
the outer well casing shall be welded around the circumference of the outer 
casing at the top of said casing, after division approval of the surface 
plug. 

3. All equipment, casing or junk that require removal to implement restoration 
to lawful conditions shall be removed and properly disposed of in accordance 
with environmental laws, and in accordance with instructions from the Division 
of Oil and Gas. 

JuJ:y J~Sl 



:::;ectl.on L:J 

~~JBTT ~ CoritinuPd: 

4. ':he surf~tce at the si teo sbtll bP. restored to R condi tic:: befi ttir.g the- llFE' 

of the surroundine land. 

5 •. This Divi5ion shall be notified to: 

,a. ~itness installrttion and teFtir.g of blowout prevention eouin~ent. 

b. WitnesF the ~lacernent and location and hardness of all cement plugs. 

e. Inspect the re5tored location. 

6~ A Well Su:"tmary Report (F'orn CGlOO) anc History (Fom CG lG::) shall be !il~rl 

in duplicate within 60 days of completing work • 

. .... 

Octobec l_r.p:;_ 



~ TO: ORLAND OIL SYNDICATE, LTD. I 

THELMA SIMMS ,j 
I' 

IRENE JONES 

In the matter of ORLAND OIL SYNDICATE, LTD., w~ll No. 1, Sec. 31, T. 23N., 

R. 3W •• M.D.B.& M., Malton-Black Butte Gas field, Tehama County, located on 

lands owned or controlled by Thelma Simms and Irene Jones. 

The present condition of the well, according to the records of this 

Division is shown on the attached Exhibit A, herewith made a part of this 

order. 

Pursuant to Article 4.2, Chapter 1, Division 3 of the Public Resources 

Code, the State Oil and Gas Supervisor has determined that '"ell No. 1 is a 

hazardous well, a public nuisance, and a danger to life, health and natural 

~esources. The supervisor has further determined that regulatory abatement, 

~ while resulting in a public benefit, would result in financial unfairness to 

the landowners. 

Therefore, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that necessary remedying actions as 

specified in Exhibit B, herewith made a part of this order, shall be carried 

out by the supervisor or his authorized agents; the cost of which shall be 

charged to the state's producers of oil and gas as provided in Article 7, commencing 

with Section 3400, Chapter 1, Division 3 of the Public Resources Code. 

M. G. MEFFERD 
STATE OIL AND GAS SUPERVISOR 

~~~~~-------------------------~------------------~-----------------------------------
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No Bond 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

THE RESOURCES AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 

DIVISION OF OIL AND GAS 

ORDER NUMBER 429 

BY 

M. G. MEFY.SRD 

State Oil anq. Gas Supervisor 

DATED 

~lay 25, 1978 

ORLAND OIL SYNDICATE, LTD. 

WELL NO. 1 

SEC. 31, T. 23N., R. }'fl., H.D.B.&M. 

MALTON-BLACK BUTTE GAS FIELD 

TEHAMA COUNTY 

EXHIBIT 3 



EXHIBIT A 

The present condition of Orland Oil Syndicate, Ltd. well No. 1 according 

to records-of this Division, is as follows: 

1. Location: Fr. NW cor. of Sec. 31, 150'south and 225 1 east. 

2. Accessibility: One mile of unimproved dirt road off of a light duty 
all weather road (grazing land). 

3. Description of well site: Concrete 
. 

sub-base for drawworks etc. 

4. Well status: Abandoned in 194 7. Reported leaking gas in 1952. 

S. Total depth: 3780'. 

6. Casing: 16" cemented 16'; 8-%" cemented 2260'; 6 5/8" cemented 3440', 
recovered from 1409'. 

7. Tubing: None. 

8. Plugs: 3246 1 -3194 1 , :275 1 -2243', 1406'-1377' and 7- the surface. 

9. Perforations: None. 

10. Base of fresh water: 1850'. 

11. Producing zones: None. 

12. Hole fluid: 7 

13. Junk 

(a) Surface: Concrete sub-base for drawworks etc. 

(b) Subsurface: ? (present subsurface condition is unknown). 

14. Hazardous conditions 

(a) Surface: Well is leaking gas to surface. 

(b) Subsurface: Unknown. 

15. Other comments: Well has been leaking gas since 1952 and is classified 
as hazard()us. 
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EXHIBIT B 

The following operations are necessary to abate the hazardous condition 

of Orland Oil Syndicate, Ltd. well No. 1. 

1. A Notice of Intention to Abandon (Form OG108) shall be filed with 

this Division by its authorized agent (abandonment contractor) at 

least five days prior to commencing work. 

2. The Division's authorized agent shall enter the property subject to 

the special provisions o~ the '~imited License to Enter Specified 
I 

Lands" attached hereto. 

3. The well shall be ·cleaned out to a depth of 1377 1 and the hole fluid 

shall be replaced with clay base drilling fluid with a minimum density 

of 70 lbs. cu. ft. and adequate gel (shear) strength. 

4. A 3" X 10 1 cavity shot shall be detonated from 550'.!. to 560',:t· 

5. The casing shall be plugged with cement from 560 1 to 450 1 and 30' to 5'. 

6. All casing shall be recovered from 5 1 • 

7. All equipment, casing, or junk that require removal tc, implement· 

abandonment of the well shall be removed and properly disposed of 

by burial at least 5' below grade. 

8. The· surface at the well site shall be restored to a condition that 

is 'not hazardous to people or animals. 

9. This Division shall be notified by its authorized agent to: 

a. Witness all mudding operations. 

b. Witness detonation of cavity shot from 550'.!. to 560'.!.· 

c. Witness placing and location and hardness of all cement plugs. 

d. Inspect surface restocation. 

10. A Well Summary Report (Form OGlOO) and History (Form OG103) shall be 

~ filed in duplicate by the Divisions's agent within 60 days of completing 

the work. 



SAMPLE CONSENT FORJ.f 

LIMITED LICE:\SE 
TO ENTER SPECIFIED LANDS TO COHPLETE INSPECTION, 

TESTING, SITE PREPi\P..ATION, AND ABATENE.NT OF HAZARDOUS ~iELL 

(property o~~er names~ (address) 

(city) , California, hereinafter called "Licensor(s)", ------------~~~~-------------
grant this Limited License to the California Division of Oil and Gas, he::-einafter 
called "Licensee", for the purpose of inspecting, testing, and doing all such 
work as may be required to abandon well 

1. Privileges Granted 

Licensee's agents and employees may enter onto said lands; may 
prepare access to the well site; may clear vegetation and carry out 
such other site preparation work as may be necessary; may properly 
abandon said well; may properly dispose of all casing, junk, debris 
and polluting materials removed from the well and well site; and may 
use such equipment on said lands for these purposes as is necessary 
in the judgment of the Licensee. 

2. Property Description 

0\med or controlled by 
--~----~--~~~~--~~ (husband and wife, etc.) , in the County of 

All those lands 

, State of California, located in the _p_o_r-:-t'""i_o_n_o~f:--:-t-;-h-e-------:-l....,/-:'4-o..,.f Sec. , T. • , R. • , B. cH'l., on which well -- is located, kno~n--a:s-Lot (s) --------------------~~~ of Subdivision No. , Der map filed ----------,--=-1-=9-- in Vol. of Maps, page 
Co~~ty Reco~ds. ------~ -------------------------

3. Special Provisions 

a. This license shall be valid on weekdays during norm~l working hou~s 
from -------------------- 19 to 

-------------------· 19 b. Licensee shall keep all gates to and within said property closed at 
all times except during actual ingress or egress. 

~-~-~·----~-~---·-----
-----~---------~-~-..----·-....·-- ..... .., 



19 • 

WITNESS: 

SAMPLE COt~SE!'-.'T FORN 

-2-

c. Licensee shall repair any damage that may occur to any fence, 

gate, road, or vegetation due to the passage of Licensee's 

personnel or equipment through or over such fence, gate, road, 

or vegetation. 

d. The right to enter is li~ited to the perfqrmance of such work 

and testing as ~ay be necessary for permanently abandoning the 

existing well that is now in a h<:zardous condition. 

Executed at this 
------------------------- ---- day of ------

LICENSOR 

Address 

Name 

Address 
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L) Article 4.2. I brardou~ Wells 

3::',50. The Lcgishturc hereby fin(h ;tnd declares that hazardous 
::mel certain idlc-dt.?scrtcd oil and gas well<;, as dcllllf'O in this article, 
:lrc public nuiqnccs and that it is c:;~cu\i;d, in order to protect life, 
health, and natural rcsotnCPS th:tt >ttch oil and gas ,_veils be 
nbJndoncd, rc~1bandoncd, produced, or of hcrH·isc remedied to 
mitigate, minimize, or eliminate their danger to life, health, and 

natural resources. 
The Lcgisluturc further finds and declares that. Jlthough the 

abatement of such public nukmccs could bt? accomplished bv means 
of an exercise of the regulatory power of the state, such regulatory 
abatement would result in unfairness and fin:mcial hardship for 
certain landowners, while :dso resulting in benefit; to the public. The 
Legislature, therefore, finds :uul declares tbt t11e expenditure of 
funds to abate such nuisances as provided in this articlt~ is for a public 
purpose ancl. finds and declares it to be the policv of this state that 
the cost of carrying out such abatement be chan;ed to this state's 
producers of oil and gas as provided in Article 7 (commencing with 
Section 3-100). 

3231. For the purposes of this article, an oil or gas well is a 
"hazurdous well" if the well has been determined b~, the supervisor 
to presently pose a danger to life, health, or natmal resources and 
subdidsions (a) and (b) of this section apply. Also, for the purposes 
of this article, an oil or gas well is an "iclle-clcscrtcd well" if Section 
3237 and subdivisions (a) and (b) of this section apply. 

(a) Hegulatory abatement of such a public nuisance is not possible 
bce:wse the last operator that hnd an economic interest in, or 
rccci\'ed any benefit from, the well is deceased, defunct, or no longer 

in business in this state. 
(b) The present surface owner and mineral estate owners derived 

no substanti:1l financial gain from the well. In making the 
determination respecting financbl gain. the supervisor may seek 
such information and require such proof of these matters as may be' 
desirable or necessary. 

32.'12. As mC'd in this articlt•, "natur:d rC'~ourccs" includes bncl 
wuter, air, minerals. n·~etation, wild!ifto, historical or aesthetic sites: 
or_ :.:ny other n:1tural resource which. irrespcctivC' of ownership. con­
tributes to the health, safct~·. wC'lfan•, or t'nioYmcnt of a subst:intial 
number ?f p0rsons, or to the substantial l;ai::tncc of an ecological 
COinnlllllity. 

32.'51. If any provisions of this :.~rticle or the application thereof in 
any circumstances or to any person or public agcncv is hC'Id in\';.Jlid 
tl_te remainder of this article or the application t.hcrcof in othe; 
Circumstances or to other persons or public agencies shall not be 
affected thercbv. 

325-~. This artif:le shall be liberally construed and applied to pro· 
mote 1ts purposes. . 

r•l r-
<:.J 

3:1.;i:i. (a) 1\'otwilh.·;t;mdin~ any other provnon of thi<> clivi-;iOI;, ,.,.,«"'"' 
the :~upcrvisor may ordn that <~llY of the fo!IO\vin;:; operation~ b1~ .,r hmrdou• 

earned out on :my propnty in the vicinity of which, or or1 which. j;, ~••" 
located any well tltat the supervisor determines to be either a 
ha7:mJous or an idlc-dc.scrtcd well: 

(1) Any inspection or tests n:~ce~s~uy to determine \'vhat action, if 
any, would he appropriate to effectuate tl1e purpose of this arttcle. 

(2) The abandonment of such n well. 
(3) The rcabanclonmcllt of such a well. 
(4) The. reclril~it_Jg a_nd production of an existing well for purpmes 

of remedymg, mtltgatmg, minimizing, or eliminating danger to life 
health, and natural resources. ' 

(5) The drilling and production of a \Veil for purposes of 
remedying, mitigating, minimizing, or eliminnling danger to life, 
health, and natmal resources. · 

(6) Any other remedy or oilfield operation calculated to 
effectuate the purpose of this article. 

(b) !f, pursuar:t to this article, the supervisor orders that nnr 
operatiOn be earned out with respect to :1 hazardous or idle-deserted 
well and. such operation \vi\1. by virtue of the physical occupation or 
destruction of all or any part of the property or the extraction of oil 
or gas from such property, substantiallv interfere \\·ith tht• cnjovment 
of the property, the S\l{JC'f\'i~or shall acquire, as provided in S.cction 
3256, such minimal interest in the property as is nccessarv to carrv 
out s~tc_h_opcration. i\o such acquisition may be madt~ pursu:mt to thts 
·subdtvtston unless the sttpen·imr finds and determines that the 
p~b~ic .b?ndits to be derived therefrom in remedying, mit:r;,thnrr, 
mmtrntzmg, or eliminating danger to life, health, and natur~l 
resource~ will ~xcecd the cost of such acquisition. irrespecti\'e of the 
manner 111 whtch such acquisition is to be funded. 
. (c) ~n ordc_r o~ the supervisor to cnrry out anv of the operations 

hsted m subcltns10n (a) may be :q.Jpealcd bv the owner of the 
:property pursuant to Article 6 (cormnencim:. witl1 Section 3330), 
, except that in the case of an emergency no star of thP. supervisor's 
, order shall accompany the appeal. 
· 3256 .. Ia) The division is hereby authorized to accept, and hold A<-quilition 

f?r and Ill t~~e name ol the state, bv gift, exchange, purcha:;e, ne~otia- olri&f>ts 

tron, or emment rlornam proceedings, any and all prrJr-crty or ap­
purtenances of every kmcl and description thereto, includin~ land, 
leases, casements, nghts-of-way, oil, gas. or other mineral rights as 

· the SU{:cr\'!sor determines to be required and necessary to carry out 
operations to effect the purpose ol this article. 

(b) \~hen the di\·is~on cannot acquire any such necessary prop­
erty or mtcrest thcrem by agreement with the owner, am· such 
pr~perty or interest therein authorized to be acquired und~r this 

. art.1~l: shall be acquired pursunnt to provisions of the Propcrt~' A.c­
,QUISJtton Law (Part 11 (commencing with Section 151}50) of Didsion 



'·) 

3 of Title 2 or the Government Code); ncept that, not\\·ithstall(ling 

any pro\·ision thereof. the di\'ision, in the name of and for tht~ state, 

rnay lt1Kc irnmc!Ji.atc pmscssion and usc of anv proprrty required to · 

carry out oprrations to clfecl the purpnsr~ of this article after emi­

nent domain jH(:cct'dinr:s arc first COll11Tlcnct'd accordin~ to law in 

a court of competent jurisdiction, and thcn'1lpon rl\·ing suclt secu­

rity as the court in \\'hich the proct•cclinl:~ :tr•~ pcnclin~ directs to 

secure to the owner of the property sought to be taken imnwdiate 

compensation for the taking and any thmage incident thereto, in­

cluding damages sustainl'd by rr:1son of an adjudication that there 

is no necessity for taking the property. 

3257. To effect the purpose of this article, the Division is author· 

izccl to enter into agreements with any person, public agency, corpo­

ration, or other entity for the man:1gemcnt or operation of property 

acquired or for the conduct of any operation ordered pursuant to 
this article. 

32.'>8. The division may not make expenditures pursuant to this 

"'article that exceed the sum of five hundred thousand dollars ($500.-

000) in nny one fiscal year. 

3259. (R'epe:Jled by Stats. 1981, c. 741) 

( 

· 3350. The lessor, lessee, or any opcLttor or any well owner. or tlw 'n""•1 fn•m 

O\vncr of ;my rig, derrick, or other opt·r;tting structun·. or his locd ,,.~c, 
agent, shall \\·ithin 10 days !"rom the date of the service of atJ\' e>rdc:r 

from the stqwrvisor or :1 district deputy, other th~1n the order 

contemplated by Section 3J!J,'l, either comply \\·ith tltc ordc:r or file 

with the supcr\'isor or the di~trict deputy :1 written statcn:l'nt that 

the order is not acccpl:1hle, and that appc:tl from the order is L1kcn 

to the director under the prm:isions of this chapter. 

Any lessor, lessee, or operator affected by an order made pursuant 

to Section 3.108 may; within lO days from the posting of the copy of 

the order, file with the supervisor a written appeal therefrom to the 

director under the provisions of this chapter. . 

Any such appeal shall operate as a stay of any order issued pursuant 

to this chapter. 
3351. Immediately upon filing of a notice of appl'al, the d~rec­

tor shall call for a public hearing upon the appeal. · 

The hearing upon the appeal hctore the Jirector shall he de novo 

and at such pLtce in the tlistr1ct as the tlircctor may designate. 

3352. Within 10 davs frorn the taking of the appeal, 10 days' notice 

in writing shall be giv~n to the appeil:u1t of the time and place of the 

hearing. l'or good ~':..tuse, the director may postpone the hearing, on 

the application of lh~:~ appellant, the supervisor, or the district 

deputy, for a period not to exceed 10 chys. 
3353. The director, after hearing, shall affirm. set aside, or 

modify the order from which the appeal is taken. 
Within I 0 davs after hearir.g the evidence, the director shall 

make a written Je~ision with respect to the ortler appeakJ from. The 

decision of the director sk.lll forthwith be filed with the supervisor 

and upon such filing shall be final, In case the order is atfirmcd or 

modified, the director shall retain jurisdiction until such time as the 

work ordered to be done by the order is finally completed. 

The written decision shall be served upon the owner or his agent 

and shall supersede the previous order of the supervisor. In case no 

written decision is made bv the director within 30 days after the d:lle 

of notice of he:uing as p~ovitlcd in Section 3352, the order of the 

supervisor shall hc.cff.:ctive anJ suhjcct only to review by writ of cer­

tiorari from the superior court as provided in this article. 

3354. The decision of the dirccwr may be rcviC\H':d by \':rit of 

certiorari from the superior court of the county in which the di5trict is 

situated, if taken wi<hin l 0 Jays after the service of the decision upon 

the owner, operator, or agent of the owner or operator. as provided in 

Section 3353, or wi1hin 10 Jays alter the decision by the director 

upon a petition by the supervisor. The writ sh01ll be made returnable 

not later than 10 days after its issuance, and it shall direct the Jircc-

tor to certify the record in the cause to the court. On the return day, 

the cause shall be heard by the court, unless for good cause it is con-

tinued, but no continuance shall be permitted for a longer period 

than 30 days. 
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September lfl, 1080 

fu-.LERICAN !ETECJLEUH CO HI' /.UY 

U.S. FIDEL lTY AI;D DEI'OS I'f COl-rP /\NY 
THOHI\S L. SHITH 

EX.lllBI'i' !; 

In the matter of tl:e condition of Americ2n Petroleum Comptiny, ~.;ell 

"Smith" 1, Sec. 25, T. 2 S., R. 10 H., S.B.:G.&l-I., Los A ... "1t;elcs C01mty: 

This Division has deter-mined that drilling cquip~~cnt h:1s been remov2d 
from the well for a period c.f more th;:::n six ~oaths ~md t~1at tlH~ Hell has no~: 

been sati;:;factorily ccurpletc·d "or c.bandoncd. The present condition of the 
well, accordin;; to recorcls of: this Division, is shmm. on Exhibit A, attacL~d 
herewith and r:1ade a pc.rt of this order. 

Sections 3224, 3237, a-c1d 3226, Article 4, Chapter l, Division 3, Public 
Resources Cod2, read in part c.s folJ.oc·JS: 

Section 3224: "The su-pervisor shall orcL::r such tests or H!l.'!C.dial 1-:cnk as 
in his judgment are nec.ess::ry tc prevent d.::nc . .::ze to life, 11r::2.lth, property~ 
and natural resources; ... to p;.:evcnt th<:! infiltr-o.tion of <.lc.:t:-ir:::ental sub­
stances into underground or surface \oT<Jter suitetble for irri:;ation o:c 
domestic purposes .•. " 

Section 32 37: "The supervisor or rus d0:;aty may orckr the e.he:,_n<lo!tue:""J.t of 
any well that has been deserted 1.-::'hether or not any daJT.age is occurring or 
threatened by raason of said well. Suspension of drilling operations anJ 
remov.:1l of drilling rr..2chincory is primo. facie cviden:::e cf dc.sert~_on 2ftc::r 
the elapse of six months unless a request fc'l-: an extcnsio:1 of t:h,:::: :Lor a. 
period not to exceed an 2,dditione1l si:: v.onths is thc:rc.;tofore .filed .... 
Such order may be appe2l2cl to th·::: direr,; tor". 

Section 3226: 11 \lithin 30 days .s.ftcr S(::rc.rice of 2n or,le.;:, pursuant to 
Sections 322!f and 3225 or S2ction 3237, or if there h2s bc".::n c.u. appeal 
from the order to the director, 'I-Ii thin 38 dc.ys 2£ ter service of the l>,ci­
sion of the di:;.:ector, or if a revieu has bseii. ta.b.=n of the orde:c of t:-.~. · 
director, ,,Tii:hin 10 cL::ys c.fter the affi::.~ril:.:ln-:e o£ the: o,_.-de::c, the: O'.T:eY" or 
operator shc::ll cor.;rr,2nce in good faith the 1wo:-k o1:-cl·2recl a;-,d co"tir:u<.: it 
~til co1npletion. I£ the '.Wrk h;:s not b~e'1 corc..:.::enced 2.:1d ccutim,•::d to 
completiOLl, the. supervisal'"" shr.1ll c.ppcint n2cc.ssa;.~y age:=·:ts \·illo sl~.?ll L::.t.:.L(!r 
the premises and perf or:u. the ,,-o:rl,:. 1\:n .:.ccura te accou,:. t o:f the: .:::~:pc:::..d~_ tLl:c:.:::s 
shall be 1:spt. luy ccrnotmt so e~~p;.:ndec s!::..::-,11 const~itute. 8. li.en .J2,a:i.n.;t •:e.:c.l 
or pe-r:·son<:ll prcp8:rty of ths u;·:ncr or operator pursu2nt tc. _the p,:,,-.;j_;_d.c::; of 
Section 3!;23." 

IT IS llEFGEY ORDERED t;·!::tt rewe.dial \\1ork be pcrlorrt!c.d O'il. th~ .-. .-'-. . 1l ~I:-l ~;.cco::c\.-~l1C.C 

1>1ith the spccific2ticns outlined in E:-J;ibit r:. cir in lieu of S!'•_·> ·::.-,':'·;.:--I ,_-o·c~'--., 

thnt the \Jt:~ll be abc:ndoncd in occorJ_3~~ce. \·Ii.th th12 ~3pt:ciflc.Z1L:i~.)::.:.: ~~L:~·.1 i_";.;:.~d i-:1 
Exhibit C; both [:::hibi't J3 <l:l.ct Exhibit C are ~ctt2C:h'2J he.rc,.;j t;-, <:cc•c: ~<c1 .-:: .-. r;,c;r,_ Ol. 
this order. This order may be appealed to the Dir2c.:tor of Conc;c:·v~·t·;_::--:1 iU·•ict fi.v2 

days of service of this order. 
1-f. G. HEFTEr .. D 
State Oil :::ad Gas SLfer·,·isor 

by 
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U:YOO.! T!:U: STAT! Oil. AtlD G.\S SUP E3.VlSOR. 

DE:?A .. tnu::;r o? co~s E.AVATim. 

S'!A'U C1l CALI10:?..NU 

ln. the Matter of the Petition 
for Kearing to Dcta~ioe Vhether 
There ia Occurring or Throatened 
an UnreaaonAble ~a5te of C&a at 
Ensliah Colony Ylald, (ern County, 
Ca 11! oroia 

• 1 

OIVlSI0;\1 OF C,l .:;. C·.45 
S..:.CP..Ait.=NTC 

YlliDTf-CS 0~ FACT 
and" 

• 00.001. 
To Discao=ioue or 

iefrain froa Exceaaive Gaa 
P'roduc t i.oa 

Tbia ~tter Caa4 on regularly for he.ring be!ore the Stata Oil 

ot [ern, Adminiatratio~~:~. aftd Ccourte !uildin!I, ·Truxtun at Ouutar Aveaua, 

8-ak.arafhld, CAU.forui4 1 oc.Auguat 26, 1964, !ick.n.ell J. S~wera, !:iurin.g 

Officer. preaidin&;·T~, WOOLllnGt, PAULDEN~ S!LI, and JOHM R, YOUNC, 

t.q., raproe~tia& &othachild Oil Co=paay, Xennonitt arethren Church o! 

WALL, Lsq., repreeentin;.3tandard Oil Ccopany of California; ~y M. · 

&uboitte4, the State Oil and Cas Superviaor, havi~& haard the test~oy 

rnmrms 01 ncr 

Cae9laint w.e made to the Director of ConaarYa~ion by iotbachild 

Oil Company, opcratit1.4 iD the tn&liah Colony Yield, which c~laiot 

Du•ctor t.b..at a hurt.nu bo b.dlld to cotuider ~ether such 'P31ste ""a• 

l. 



~ 
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occurring or threat~~ed. The aaid Director found tnere ia probable cau'e 

for complaint and ordered the St4te Oil and Cas Superviaor to hold such a 

baaring and fix a t~a and place therefor. 

II. 

Tho State Oil and G4s Supervisor duly and regularly and upon 

the 12th day of Auguat 1 1964, aent notice by United Seatea mail to each 

acd every lessor, less•• and operator known to sucb Superviao~, t~t such 

a hearing vould be held on the 26th day of August, 1964, at the hour of 

10:00 A~. iu Room 708, Board of Supervisors' ChAmbers, County of Kern, 

Administration and Cou~ts Building, Truxtun at Chnater Avenue, Bakersfield. 

Notice of ti~, placa and purpose of hearing wGs also duly and ragularly 

given by publication in a newspaper printed and published in ~ern 

County, to vt.t: in the Saker afield CAlifornian on the 20th, 21st, 

22nd, 24th and 25th day of August, 1964, 

III. 

There is in the County of l.ern, State o'f C:lli.fornia, an oil 

and gas field c:c:r::amonly itnovc .a.a Enaliah Colony Fiald, vhicl\ field 

contain• a productive horizon itnovn UJ the "28-22'' Sand of the Stevens 

Pool. 

IV. 

The excessive and wasteful production of b~s from vella 

producin& fr0r:1 th4i "28-22' Sand, Stevens Pool, ha.s caused and, if 

continU4d, vill cau3e the ult~te loss of large qu£ntitieu of oil 

otherwiae recover&bla. 

v. 

The People of the Stnte of ~liforni~ ~ve a cufficient 

interest in the preservation of oil and &a• as natural r~aources of 

2. 



the State to prevent their ~aete and destruction an.d tc rcquic-e th..at 

the .. 28-2"2' Sa.nd, Stevena Pool, of the fnglish Colony Held, be 

operated ao that there will be the maximum acount of eccnocically 

recoverable ulticate production of oil. gaa and as4ociated 

hydrocarbons therefrom. 

VI. 

There is in existence at this time an unroa~onable waate of 

g~s in tb.e ''2o-22'' Sand, Stevena Pool, of tha English Colony Field. 

~oduction of natural gas and other hydrocar~aa from the pr~ry 

gas cap portion of ~he "2b-22'' Sand, Stevens Pool, Engl.1.£h Colony 

Yield, at a rate in eueaa of the equivale.nt ·to the volumetric 

withdrawal of reservoir fluida froc the presaure-coanectcd black oil 

portion of tne subject pool, is unreasonable. Production in excess 

of such a volumetric balance ia unreaaonable because it will result 

in the migration of black oil in~o the pr~ry gaa cap. 

VII. 

Production of natural gaa from any wells located ln the 

black oil portion of the "28-22'' Sand, St4vena Pool, of t:bc 

English Colony Field, .,..hich is in excess of 300 Me!. per day per 

well is unreasonable. 

PUR.SUAliT TO SUCH YIHDINCS OF PAC!, THZ S'IA!E OlL AND GAS 

SUPERVISOR DOES H.ER.EBY 

~ 

1. !hAt ~edia:ely following the fifth cay after posting 

of this Order, any and all oper4tora of wells producing froc the 

pri~ry gas cs.p portion of the '28-22'' Sand, Stlitvena Pool, of the 

English Colony Field, shall discontinue and refrain from producing 

J. 
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sa• and other hydrocarbons at a total co:nbined rate iil e..xcees of the 

~nt equivalent to the volUQCtric vithdr£wal of reservoir fluids 
from- the preaeure-·connectt!d black oil portion of the subject pool. 

2. Any and all operators of ~ells producing ~rom t~e black 
oil portion of the "28-22'' Sand, Stevens Pool, of the English Colony 
Yield, shall discontinue and refrain from producing gae at a rate 
in e~~e•a of 300 Kef. per day per well. 

3. A copy of this Order shall be poaced in a conspicuous 
place upon all properties producing from the ''28-22" Saod, Stevens 
Pool, of the English Colony Field. 

4. Thia Order may be modified from tim. to ti~ aa field 
conditions warrant. 

Dated: Septecber 17, 1'164 

Posted: Sept.embe r ? 1, l%4 
9:15 R.~. ~ 9:)0 a.m. 

~-·-,----------------

4. 

E. i. ~urray-~oo 
State Oil and Gas Sup~rvisor 
Department of Conservation 
State of California 



OOG-OFG SUMP-ELIMINATION 
PROGRAM PROCEDURES 

ATTAC:ffifENT A. 

The Division of Oil and Gas procedures start upon receipt of an OIL SUMP INSPECTION 

REPORT (FG 868) from the Department of Fish and Game. The report is received in a 

district office and handled by~ O~puty or an environ~ental engineer, as follows: 

1. Note whether Form FG 868 is filled out completely. lf it is not, request 

that D.F.G. does so, and returns it to D.O.G. D.O.G. engineer should not 

make written notations on Form FG 868. D.O.G. comments should be made 

on a separate page attached to Form FG 868. 

2. If there is a question regarding the location or identification of a sump 

described on Form FG 868, inspect the site and fil 1 out Form OGD27 SUMP 

·INSPECTION completely. 

3. Prepare D.O.G. NOTICE AND ORDER Form OGD53 per attached sample. This form 

must be signed by a Deputy. 

4. Attach the following to Form OGD53: 

a. Copy of Form FG 868. 

b. Copy of D.O.G. sump inspection (Form OGD27), ·jf D.O.G. inspection has 

been made. 

5. S~nd Form OGD53 and attachments to the operator by certified mail, return 

receipt requested. Send copy of Form OGD53 and attachments to headquarters. 

6. Fill out SERVICE BY MAIL section of Department of Conservation Form P0-57 

(OECLAP.ATI ON OF SERVICE UNDER SECT I ON 18575 OF THE GOVERNMENT CODE). Cross 

out the word "registered", write in the word "certified" and i'liti-Jl the 

change, as follows: 

My business address is·-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1 served the foregoing ___ ~---------------~--------------------------------------by depositi~g a true 
copy thereof in the United States mail in , State 
of Caljfornia, on , 19 , enclosed in a sealed envelo9e, 
~e.--t::-f/e._d re<;J"r!ltered, with+n return receiPt requested, with postage thereon fully 
prepaid ,~ddressed a"t~follows: 



I 

25 

7. 
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When receipt is returned, enter date NOTICE AND ORDER was received by operato,r 

opposite "Date of Service" on file copy of Fopn OGD53. 11 Compliance Date" is 

then calculated and entered on the form. It is. 10 days after date of service 

for "immediately dangerous" sumps, and 30 days after date of service for 

"haza rdous11 sumps. At tach receipt to f i 1 e copy .. 

8. If an operator files an appeal with the Director of Conservation, pursuant to 

section 3350, Article 6, P.R.C., new O.O.G. and D.F.G. •field inspections 

must be made within 10 days prior to the hearing date and new inspection forms 

(FG868 and OGD27) should be filled out completely. Usually, no further actio~ 

of District personnel is required until the outcome of the hearing, although 

personnel who filled out inspection reports will probably be cal led as wit­

nesses at the hearing .. All hearings will be conducted in accordance with the 

Administrative Procedures Act. 

9. If an operator makes a written request to the D.O.G. for extension of the 

compliance period, an extension may be granted with the concurrence of the 

D.F.G. The extension should be approved by a Deputy in writing; moreover, 

a notation should be made on the District office copy of Form OGD53 indicating 

the following: 

a. O.F.G. personnel who concurred with extension date. 

b. Date of discussion between O.O.G. and D.F.G. personnel regarding the 

extension. 

10. O.O.G. should make an inspection at the end of the compl iancc period and a 

new Form OGD27 should be filled out completely. If compliance is s2tisfactory, 

Deputy should send a letter stating this fact to the operator, with copy to 

O.F.G. The letter should contain the following: 

a. Date final inspection was made. 

b. Name of inspector. 
·, 

c. Signed by Deputy. 

----·--·-"--··---

March 1982 
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11. If compliance is not satisfactory determine whether operator and mineral 

estate owner are different persons. If they are, send a new NOTICE PND 

ORDER (Form OGD53) to the mineral estate owner using the same procedure 

as that used in sending the first NOTICE AND ORDE~. Send a copy of this 

NOTICE AND ORDER to the operator, and one to headquarters. 

12. Hake another inspection and complete Form OGD27 immediate1y after the end 

of the final compliance period. If compliance still is not satisfactory, 

issue an ORDER OF CLOSURE (Form OG054} to the operator, with copy to the 

mineral. estate owner, and post a NOTICE OF CLOSURE (Form OGD28) on the 

property. Attach a copy of the NOTICE AND ORDER (Form OGD53) to the 

ORDER OF CLOSURE. 

13. Send copies of ORDER OF CLOSURE (Form OG054) and attachments to the oper­

ator and mineral estate owner by certified mail, return receipt requested, 

send copy of Form OGD54 and attachments to headquarters. 

14. Fill out SERVICE BY MAIL section of Department of Conservation Form P0-57 

for each mailed form. (See item 6 of these procedur~s) 

15. When both receipts are returned, enter dates ORDER OF CLOSURES were received 

opposite "Date of Service•• on each file copy of Form OGD54, and attach re­

ceipts. 

16. D.O.G. should inspect sump site one week after date of service. If compliance 

with the ORDER OF CLOSURE is unsatisfactory, or if compl lance with the ORDER 

OF CLOSURE is satisfactory, but compliance with the order to screen and fence 

or eliminate the sump(s) is unsatisfactory, notify headquarters, to take 

further legal action. 

Headquarters wi 11 keep field personnel informed as to the status of cases in 

their jurisdiction, and will notify them if additional data is needed. Field 

personnel will be notified well in advance if they are to appear in court or 

at a hearing. 
--------
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Note: The following documents are public records: 

1. OIL SUMP INSPECTION REPORT (FG 868) 

2. SUMP INSPECTION (OGD27) 

3. Correspondence from the D.O.G. to the owner or operator 

The following documents are confidential: 

I. Correspondence between public agencies 

2. Memos to file 

(Refer to section 6250, Government Code) 

-------------. 



STATE OF CALIFOR~HA. RESOURCES AGENCy. Ut:r' ...... !""'\I'"''-', I 

_,--" 
OIVISION OF OIL MW GAS 

NOTICE AND ORDER 
SAl:fPLE 

0: ~rk Hozr~---------------------------
----------------------------------------

------

----~PA~ru~·~ ~~PR~I~S~------------------
-------------------------------------

-----------

P. 0. Box 17-52 
Bakersfield, CA 93302 

Notice is hereby given that an inspection ol oil and gas operations conducted under your ownership or con\~ 

was mado on J.:muarv 18. 1975 . ·Said operations are located 1n --'K=e.::.rn,:,_ _________ _ 

County, Sec. 11._, Twnshp. 30$ . Range. 29E , M.D. Base & Meridian, or other descrqJtion _ 

near '\Jell No. "Renee Harris" 2 in Edison field. 

The following violations were observed: 

Coda & Sec. No., & 

Brief Statement ol Violation 

The owner, lessee, operator, or person re­

sponsible for the operation, maintenance, 

and use of oil field facilities at the 

location described above maintains. and uses 

in conjunction therewith three oil sumps of 

various size, as designated hereafter: 

Sump A- 129' x 42', Sump B- 60' x 24', 

and S!.II!!p C - 39' x 21' , Yithout providing 

the enclosure and screening thereof as 

required by Section 3781 of the Public 

· 'R-e!:o~'!."ces Code .and provisions of Section 

1778, Title 14', California Administrative 

Code. 

The surface of said sumps were in whole or in 

part covered with oil on January 18, 1975. 

Corrective Action Required 

The sumps shall be screened ~~d fenced in a 

condition as set forth in CAC Title 14, 

Sec. 1778 (b) and (e), or eliminated. 

ORDER:It is hereby found, determined and declared that the above oil sump(s) constitute{s} rz a hazard 0 an 

r:nediate and grave danger to wildlife pursuant to Section 1016 of the Fish and Game Code. 

ACCORDIN-GLY, It is hereby ordered that if you do not clean up or abate the abov~ condition to the satislactior 

the State Oil and Gas Supervisor and the Department ot Fish and Game within ..)0 days after receipt oft 

Notice and Order, the Supervisor snail forthwith order the closure of the oil and gas production operations 

which the sump ism aintained, pursuant to sections 3780 through 3787 of the Public Resources Code, or shall s1 

other appropriate action • 

. APPEAL: It you, for any reason, disagree with this Notice and Order. or the proposal to order closure. you r.­

wlthin five (5) days from service of this Notice and Order, pursuant to sect10n 1770.4. Title 14, California 

mlnistrative Code, request a public hearing before the Director. of Conservation. Such request for pub!ic hear 

must be served within said 5-day period, upon the Director of Conser·..-ation. Room 1512 at i416 Ninth Str 

Sacramento, California 95814. 

Further, pursuant to provisions of sections 3783-3784.5 of the Public Resources Code, you may make wri 

request of the State Oil and Gas Supervisor and the Department of Fish ana Game tor an extens1on of the com 

ance period. Request for extension shall be made to: Division of Oil a:.d Gas, 5:0 Kef'.tuc'l-v Stre 

Room 1, Bakersfield. C~ 93305 

Signatur 

Deputy Superyisor 
Title 

DATED: __j_UN_5__]9J....,75.~------

Attachment~ ( FG 563 l-18-75) 

· For Admini&lraliYe .. ..., on!"( 

No I icf! Number -=E..;:::I-'4-'-7-'5'---'6::..1:.__ ___ _ 

Dale of Servoce 6- 'f- 2 C: 

-- Comphance 0Jie ...1- -1._~_-~--,· ,;.(" ____ _ 
Exl~ndt>d Cornpl1dnce O!!te 



_,...---. -----
OIL SU'!·!? r;:s?ECTIOli P.EPOF.T 

Section 1016 - Fiah and Gace 
.. 

.e) 
SAMPLE 

e ' 

I~ 

Field Nn;ne: &1/,-:iQ ;'/ S.;/9 

Su.on end/ or We 11 Ho. : ~ t)P .Tl P p .:f:! I 
Sw:'lP Location: 

l. County -- f(p C J 
j 

2. JV/<./J~of Sec. ? 2, 'l'. :=iO , R. 
r / 

2$?· 

It. 

Sump 

.l. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Direction and distance to nearest road, 

-­';'c I ~r 
. I 

Map sketch on reverse? Yes 

~(" 
Data.: ...J ~-\_L,-,r7,PJ 

Sump size -

In-Use c~r Abandoned 0 
Oil on surface? Z.. Z.> n 

Vegetation - ri thin sump -
·e...-.-oU!:ld ·edge -

D 
( 

~ 
:::7 
v 

., ,.., 

building, etc. 

sq. ft., 

-s- </I ({ 
1 </ '-1 () 

<;,Jf 

Uone 0 

·5. Adequate protective devices OO'W' lace ( fe!"lcing' screening, etc.) Yes 0 No en 
U no, explain vby. ---;/] ·~ r~...-:-, ;....e -1_.,.--

Su~J~;er.f n·,J-1-o fmo l:;,n/JI;-r,., 
I I i I 

6. Human hazard involved'? Yes 0 No 5Q 

~ "Yes", explain - ------------------------------------------------------

Wildlife in Sump: (Species - number) 

1. Ducks 

2. Songbirds -------------------------

Sump Category: 

Title 

FC 868 

4. Other (Specify) _______ _ 

Dangerous 0 Beneficial 0 Elirr.inated or dr; 

I .... If- 75 
Date of Inspection 

JAN 28 1:::1tS 

Date of Notificc~io~ to 
Division of Oil and Gas 

~~~~.· ------ --~--



'. <,I:Cl.L.t', .J.·Y?'J~IC!.~ 
---:-..:.-NCT c,cr•CaAI., 

~ 

I 
' 

STAT£ OF' CAt..lFORNI.'- 4-. r, 

on·ICE OF TilE ATIOn:'\EY CE.\l:ML. 

Dq.mrinll'ut nf 3ht!iHrr 
IIITATI: CUII..CIHG. LO$ AHGI:l..£5 IIOOIZ 

August 23, 1971 

Mr. Wesley G. Bruer 
Supervisor of Oil Jnd Gas 
Division of Oil and Gas 
Departcent of Conservation 
1416 Ninth S~reet, 15th Floor 
S~cramento, California 95814 

Dear Sir: 

RE:. Puhlic Resources Code Section 
3237, Order to Abandon and 
Evidence of Desertion 

ATTACHMENT B 

You have requested the info~al opinion of 
this office ~s to ~hether recoval of p~oducing equip­
ment or a lengthy period of nJ production from a t:c ll 
might be considered evidence o£ desertion ~ithin the 
meaning o£ Public Rcsou:-ces Code section 3237 thereby 
allowing the s~pcrvisor of Oil and Gas to issue an 
order to ab3ndon the well • 

... 
In our opinion, the Supervisor is not 

restricted to consideration of the type of evlccnce 
listed in Public Resources Code section 3237 (susoen­
sion of drilling op0rati0ns and removal of clrilli~g 
mach inc r y ) , b u t c-:3 y con s i d c :- .:1 n y e v ide n c c \.; h i c :1 s h o '-' s 
~n intent of the opcrJtor to desert the h"ell, suc:1 2s 

removal of producticn cqui('1r.:ent, pr <1 lr;l;--':~'\' 7'~rjo~ 
.of nonnroduct:ion .Jlor!:- i.:it\1 <Jnv other <Jets sho• .. ·ir~:: .:<u 
i_D.tcnt t1.)_ ,;C;vnuon. lf, fror.1 CJll lilc c>VJ.C:cncc, tl<c 
"Supervisor conclu..dcs thc:tt the operator o[ the \Jell. 
.intended to give up the y,·ell, the Supen·isvz:- rr.:Jy is.s~e 
an order of abandon~cnt pursuant to the st~tutc. 

-~----------- --··---------·-----------·----· - ··-·-- ----- --- --
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ANALYSIS 

Public Resources Code section 3237 provi~es: 
'~he supervisor or his deputy may order the . abandonment of any well that has been deserted whether or not any da~age is occurring or threatened by reason of said well. Suspension of drilling operations and removal of drilling machinery is prima facie evidence of desertion after the laps~ of six months unless a request for an extension of time for <J period not to exceed an additional six months is theretofore filed.. At any tice the .·supervisor cay for good cause shown ·extend this period. Such order cay be appealed to the district oil and gas cotr.missioners."];_/ 

The issue presented by this section is.two-fold: What is meant by 11 descrt:ed," and wh2t evidence is required for the Supervisor to rr.ake a finding of desertion. 
Norma ll y , "d c s e r t ion" or· 11 des e r ted" i s us e d in the sense of the willful giving up or abandonment of a legal duty, such ~s occurs in a fa~ily relations setting or in the rnilitCJry. (Sec 2GA Corpus Juris Secundu:-., Desertion, p. 861.) It appec:Jrs, hoh'ever, th::J t the i.;ord as used in section 3237 \;as used in the sense of 1'ab,:;ndon­ment,11 thc:Jt is, the volunte1ry giving up of a right oro£ some t hi n g to \-.' b i c b one i s e: n t i t 1 e d . }1 u r t in v . C a s s i .S.::,, 149 Cal. App. 2d LOG, 110 (1957). ~he alstinctlon octwcen 

l. Public Resources Code section 3755 contCJins an identic~l provision for gcothc~~~l resources wells, ~ith the exception that the last sentence of section 3237 concerning e1ppce1l of Jn order is omitted. Section 3762, howQver, m~kes any order of the Supervisor issued pursu~nt to the Geothcn~~l Resources Act (Pub. Res. Code §§ 3700 et seq.) appeal3blc to the Geother~al Resources Board. 

l 

· Everything st.Jtec.l in this opiniorr concerning the Supervisor 1 s duties, powers ~nd obligations over oil and gas well abandonmcnts is cqu~lly applicable to geothermal resources \.Jell ab.:mdorm.ents. 

. ··-



... 

Wesley G. Bruer 
August 23, 1971 
Page 3 

.· \ 
t .. _ .. / 

abandonment and desertion, as no~ally used, is that desertion involves a legal obligation.which is being willfully given up, while abandonocnt deals with giving up possession or o~nership. Section 3237 appears to be directed at wells in ~hich n~ ~ctivity is taking place; that is, ~ells that appear to be abandoned in the legal sense. The Herd "deserted'' was undoubtedly used instead of ''aba;.c1on::!d,'' since 

. . . 

the section is designed to provide for an order of ~bandon~ent by the Supervisor. In the context of the Supervisor's. authority and responsibility, abanGonrr.ent is used in a technical sense, that is, those steps and activities required of a well owner and operator to plug and perr.anent ly leave the t.Jell. (Public Resources Code §§ 3228-32.) It ap?ears :hat the Legislature chose the t,• or d "d c s e r t e d 11 t o a v o i d c on£ us ion t h a t ~,-; o u 1 d a r i s e if it repeated the t:ord "aban~oned. 11 ~;Te thus conclude that a "deserted" t·lell >vithin the meaning of section 3237 is one that has be~n legally abandoned but the operator or owner cf which hns not ccsplied with the statutory require~cnts of the Public Resources Code or the rules and regulations of the Supervisor. 

The second problem presented is the type and amount of evidence required for the Supervisor tc aake a finding of desertion. An ab~ndonrnent reouircs un intent ion to a bnndon. "The quest ion of abcindonment;,.s. whether it be a complete ~b~ndoncer.t or a cessation 6f operations with intention of never resu~ing, is a lt.; .:1 y s on c o £ <J c t on d in t c n t . " R e J v • G 1 en n , 13 3 C a l. 82, 87 (1933). Thus, tbc difficUlty is oocaining and 
cv~luating evidence of intent to abandon. 

The statute (section 3237) provides one set of circurnstonces which is primn iacie evidence of 
ab~ndon::-.cnt: suspension of c!!:illing oper.Jtions and removal of drillin~ machinery after the lapse of six months. Evidence of such susrension and r:c:::oval con­stitutes a rebuttable pn:su:1~ption thZlt the ;,·ell has been deserted: (E\'id. Code § 602.) Thus, if Lhere is no contrary evidence avoil~ble to the Supervisor, from cvidcnc e o [ sus pens ion and rcr:10vn l for the rcquis it c period of time, he mc:Jy find the h'ell h<Js been dc.:set·ted 

. I 
-- ---------------------- ---- -----------------
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and order an abandon~enc. (Cf. Evid. Code §§ 604, 606.) 
Stated othen1ise, the effect of 'C!ak"ing suc!:-1 faces. _ _priDa 
facie evidence of desertion ~s to ob•;i.3te the nccessit-v 

of prooucTng dfrcct evide.nce of "intent.-·-·---·--. . " 
Although the argu:ent can be m~de th~t the .. 

order of abancion~ent under s~ction 3237 is r~latcd to 
desertion of a ~ell prior to any produ~tion (seQ Public 
Resources Code sections 3206-08), that is as to d~y wells 
only, we do not conclude that the Supervisor ~ay onl~ 
cons idcr eviae:nce oT-·suspcinsTon _o_f"_ drilling oper2 t ::.ems 
and rel::ova 1 of 2-i_i].)if1g~ r..achin~ry. The operative p~1.-: io_rt 
~s~.;c'tion· 3237 is t'"le firs-t-scr:tence Hhich outhori;:e:s 
flic Supcr-v-i.sor to order an c:Jb<1ndor1.':::ent of .Jll.l." ~·:el.l t~1at 
has been clescrt_cd. The provision giving r~ to the rcbuttabl'e prest:.;.-:-.ption (relating to certain evide::nce of 
desertion ~t the tice a ~ell is drilled) see~s to case 
the burden and quantity of proof required un~2r t~osc 
circuG'lstnnces. It docs not, ho<:·:ever, dctr:Jct f::or:~_ ::he 
Supervisor's pasfCa\1thority to oraci~---::lb-~ridor.~6nt of ony 
OcS.crted \-!ell, or-1ir:-.it:-E~c--nc:Jtul._-e· of the evidence t·:hich 

"'f1Cm.:1y cons ide~.. Furtherr::orc, Pub-lic -Resources Code 
Sc'CtTon 3108 ~ives the Supcl-visor bro.Jd .:.uthority in the 
supervision of all oil an~ gas oper.Jtions, not just the · 
initial ~rilling. Public Resources Code section 3013 
requires the chapte~ to be liberally construed to ~cct 
its purpos~s. It is our vie'' thot interpreting scc:.:ion 
3237 to .::ipply to c1ll ,,•ells eithcJ: at th•..; ti;r.c of c:L:illin[; 
or after production has co:::-.. -::c.:nc-cd a:;d ccascc:, i.s consis­
tent with <1nd in fur-therance of the basic purposes of the 
entire act. 

With this in mind, if the Supervisor is to 
consi.det· e1ny evidence ot:hcr th:m suspension o£ ckilling 
opcr.Jtions one! t-er..oval oi the drilling rig Jncl ~llicd 
cquip.-::cnt, he rr:ust have so-.:c cvid·2nc_~ of inte~;t to nb~ncion. Such intent cJn be ot-ovc·d b\' acts-2-nd c.:onduct 
of the party alleged to have obJndoned the p:~cpe:-L:•. Bank:, v. C.Jl:,_t.:nL- Pctl-ol_C'c:r. Co., S2 C.Jl. App. 2u 709, 791-
92 (19!~7). (·ionusco:r ot· ~nJctH·itv <1lonc is insuf£i.::icnt 
to prov.:; ab.:1ndonmcnt, bu:: nor.;.1sci: .ot· in2cti.vity cou2l.~d_ 
\vit.h_.:l:ny_qc_ts m.:1nifcsting .:.:n-rnc.ention to ~b..JtH..:un is .. 
sufficient .. (Id. at 792.) In addition, on <lO<JC'.c.!on·.~:cnt: 

m".:iy Dl: more' rc~ily found in cases of oil and g.J:; lcJSl'3 
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than in most ·other cases. (Id: at 791; Hall v. Au~ur, 
82 Cal. 594, 599 (1927); and-see cases collected ln J 
Summers, Oil and Gas, § 466, pp. 325 et seo. (2d ed. 
1958) .) ·--

.. , 

From the above, we conclude that the Superv~sor 
could not find that a well has been deserted solely fro~ 
evidence that the h'ell has been iclle and not prociucin~. · · 
An idle well, however, coupled with recoval of production 
equipment such as pu~ping equipment, production tubing, 
storage facilities or pipelin2s ~nd a substantial period 
of no rcplaccrnent2/ wo~ld, in our opinion, be adequ~t~ 
for a finding of ~esertion and would support an order by 
the Supervisor to the owner or operator to abandon the 
well. Of course, any statc~ents or correspondence fro~ 
the owner or operator showing an intent to abandon the 
well would support a finding by the Supervisor. Si~ilarlv, 
failure to an~wer written inauirics froc the Suocrvisor 
coulu be consid::::~c:s_ Again, t>~c ooj.ec-tivc is co gwther ~ 
and cons~clc::- evidence qf Jf1 intent to give up the 1·:'211,3/ 
and the Supervisor can nnd should considc= any evidence 
from which the inference of intent to abandon could be 
made. 

lUA: fmc 

Very truly yours, 

EVELLE J. YOUNGER 
Attorney General 

\~ARREN J. ABBOTT ,.,--
Deputy Attorney Gcncr~l 

2. Although the. six ;:;;onths period rcfernd tc in 
section 3237 woulJ not nccessJrily be required [or proof 
of .nb~mdon:--,:ent for purposes othe1.· th~:n rcli:.nce 0:1 the 
5 t i1 tutory p 1· c s urr. p l ion , \·: c \-.' o u l d s u gg c ~ t us in:; such D 
~eriod as .n guidefinc. 

3. It should be noted th;Jt in the event this con8icior1 
of the \vcll is .Sl!Ch :1.s to cwuse or dS to lh:-cJtcn to c.1~1~~e 
d<1m.:1ge to ut1dcq;round fon::~tions, reservoirs or- ,,·ntC';..· 
so ut· c l' s , s c c t i o t1 3 2 3 7 n ~ c d no t b c ..-1 p!) l .i c '-' u l c· , 2nd t: h c 
Superviso1.· n::Jy uncle:..· his [;c·ne1:.:1l <Julhol.·ity o;:-dc!.· the 
silu.Jtiot1 ~~emcclied, ~,,hich if <lppropri..:Jtc, could include <Jb.:JnJonn:cnt: of the \·JL.!ll. ----------.--------.---. -· • 



T7 RESOUR.CES AGENcY OF CALirOR.~lA 
Memorandum DJVISf0\1 OF Oil ~no GAS 

REO!IVED 
• ALL DEPUTI.ES AUG 7 1973 Date August 6 7 1973 

Subjea r Defunct Operators 

From r Department af Conservation- Division of Oil and Gas Socra,..rtto 

. -- ~, '-

r ,~ 
: In the event that' you should inquire into the status of an operator through the-secretary of State, you may receive the attached form from them. 

The explanation for the items marked ~th an asterisk in relation to our Code referring to defunct operators is as follows: 

Dissolved would be considered defunct. 

Its term of existence expired - an archaic term 
meaning defunct. 

Was suspended ••• -would not be defunct as presumably if they paid their back taxes could be back in business. 

Forfeited its right ••• -means defunct. 

1 

d1;h'!U'~ ~-a/~ 
es R. Weddle 
cutive Officer . 

JRY:im 

Attachment 

, ,., ... 
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~tcrr±aru of ;§ht±£ 
STATE OF CAL!FOHNIA 

111 CAPITOL. MAL.!.. 

SACRAMENTO 9:Sa14 

Date: 

. :: . 

This is in auswer to your inquiry of---------------
--~------

The records of this office indicate that _________________ :.::......:....------

0 Is not on record and therefore' is either not incorporated or is a foreign corporation which has 

not qualified in California. . ' 

0 Is a California corporation incorporated _ __;_ ___ ...._ __ ___;, _____________ _ 

l. \\'as mer(TC{L-.-----------------------------------
0 Has its principal olfic:e in 

County._ 

* ~ \Yas dissolved 

* - Its ternt ~f exi~tcnce expirct~--------
--------------------

,· · · * \ras smpemlrd for failure to pay state taxes and has not been 

revived. Fur further infonn::1tirm. contact Franchise Tax Board, Sacramento, California 95e5.S7. 

0 A statement as tD the no.m1es ond addresses of officers ami address of principal office is on file 

in this offke .. \ copy of the Glcd statement may be outained for a fee of S 1.00. 

D .i\o statement as to names and addre~ses of offic.e:rs and address of principal office has been filed 

in this office. 

8 Is in good standing. 
Is <L-

corporation which has been qualified in 
California since-,--------------·--------------------

8 Surrendered its ri~ht to transact intrastate business in Californi""--------------

* Forfeited its right to transact business in Californi, 
for 

bilme to pa\· st:J.te taxes. For further i11formation, cnntact Franchise Tax Board, Sacramento, 

California 9.SS.S7. 
· 

B Copl .. <'s of bylaws and names of shareholders or owners are not on file in this office. . 

Agc11t for sen·ice tJt process=----------
-----------------~ 

0--------------------------------------------------

. ' . 

. · .. 
. . ' . 

. . . ~ 

l' . ' i 

' . • .••• . I. •• 

\ .. ' ' .. 
11 • t· 

~ ! I i I ' 

,. . I ' . 
.· : \K6.6-168 ...... ,~ ... IJ .. 

.• ~tcJinATit Fo,,. Cl·l '"~"'· •·~•• 
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STATE Of CALiFORNIA t:J 

.fJiVlSIOt~ OF OIL M ";A$ 

STATE OiL AND GAS SUPERVISOR'S 
POLICY LETTER 

Directed to: ALL DEPUTIES 
ALL SENIOR ENGINEERS 

Subiect: WA.TER SHUTOFF TESTING 

Reference: 

79-6 

Issue Date: 

December 10, 1979 

Expiration Dote: 

Indefinite 

After a careful study of the ideology of the water shutoff as a 

petroleum reservoir protection measure and a thorough review of 

the .division 1 s water shutoff testing program, including full con­

sideration of all comments from district managers and staff, it is 

our conclusion that under certain conditions a division-required 

water shutoff test is not warranted. 

Based on that conclusion, wells in fields, areas, or pools meeting 

certain criteria can be exempted from any division-required shutoff 

test. Any one of the following criteria can be used to deter~ine 

whether wells within certain ~reas may be exempted from our present 

water shutoff testing requirement: 

1. No top water presentq· 

2. No fresh water present. 

3~ A substantial zone cap rock that promotes an effective 

primary cement job. 

4. Pools with a long production history and a history of 

successful water shutoffs. 

5. A completion practice that is an effective diagnostic 

tool or has an excellent casing seal perfor~ance history. 

Implementation of this policy will be by field rule. You should 

begin r~viewing your fields, areas, and pools to determine where 

the criteria can be met. The 30-day review period for field rules 

required by Section 1722(m) of our regulatio~s will allow operators 

to provide us with their input. All such proposed field rules 

must be submitted to headquarters for review and app~oval prior to 

issuance~ 

It is also quite apparen~ that having an inspector witness a pro­

duction water shutoff test is, in general, not a very efficient 

and effective practice. The advent o£ autooated and computerized 

production systems, our historical ciisapproval ratio, and thQ 

variety of test procedures and criteria support th.i_s_ opTnicn. 



-2-

As a. general rule, the criteria listed in this letter have been 
the same criteria used by division engineers to establish whether 
a production WSO t~st is acceptable. If, prior to development 
and promulgation of a field rule to ~liminate WSO testing in a 
particular field, area, or pool, the practice of production 
testing is being carried out, such production tests can consist 
of an office review of the first six months' production datag 
Ibis procedure would, of course, have to be spelled out in the 
P-report and a T-report ·would have to be written. The following 
statement should be use 

"Ihe division will monitor ~he monthly production of this 
well for a period of six months, and if anomalous water 
production is indicated, remedial action will be ordered." 

If there is no anomalous water production during the six-month 
period,_ a T-report approving the shutoff can be issued. 

Once a field rule eliminating WSO tests is promulgated, the 
following P-report statement should be used for wells within the 
field, area, or pool covered by the field rule: · 

·"The division routinely monitors monthly well production 
data, and if anomalous water production is indicated, re­
medial action will be ordered." 

In this case, of course, a T-report will not be required. 

Each deputy will be expected to give a progress report on the 
·program change at the next and future deputies conferen~e(s). 



George Hunter 
Bakersfield 

May 19 • 1980 

Proposed Field 
Rules -
McKitt:rick. Field 

We have reviewed the proposed field rules for the 
Tulare, San Joaquin, and Olig (Potter) pools in the 
Main and Northeast Areas of McKittrick field and 
they are approved for distribution to operators for 
comment. Note the typographica~ error on the San 
Joaquin pool rule. 

M. G. Mefferd 
State Oil and Gas Supervisor 



JUSTIFICATION FOR ADOPTION OF A FIELD RULE 
FOR THE UPPER ZONE, McKITTRICK FIELD 

McKittrick field is in weste.rn Kern County about 14 miles northwest of Taft. 

It is comprised of two areas - Main and Northeast. Cumulative oil producti0n to 

December 31, 1979, amounted to 226,583,000 barrels of oil. Production in 1979 

amounted to 3.8 million barrels ·of oil - 2.2 million barrels from the Main area 

and the balance from the Northeast area. In both areas, th~ Upper zone, which is 

composed of the Tulare, San Joaquin, and Olig, is responsible for the largest 

portion of produced oil. 

The Upper zone is shown in cross sections A-B and C-D. The average depth to 

the top of the zone is 500 and 650 feet in the Main and Northeast areas, respec­

tively. There are no fresh waters in the field, and in a large portion of the 

Main area the strata above the Tulare contain no liquids. 

Currently, water shut-off is demonstrated by means of a production test 

after a well is completed. 

Sections 3222 and 3223 of the California Public Resources Code allow the 

Division discretion in requiring demonstration of water shut-off and the witnessing 

thereof. 

The Upper zone was selected as a good candidate for a field rule eliminating 

the testing for water shut-off, for the following reasons: 

1. There are no fresh waters within the field. 

2. Low aquifer and overlying-zone pressures would preclude damage 

to the zone from a water shut-off failure. 

3. The number of water shut-off failures has been very low. 

4. As a general practice, operators in the field cement solidly 

to the surface from the top of the interval to be produced. 

5. The possibility of cementing failure has been substantially 

decreased by modern cementing techniques. 

6. Periodic reviews will be made to ensure adherence to proper 

completion, production, and injection methods. 

----------------- . 



DIVISIO,t. OF OIL & GAS .•. 

FIELD RULES 
!
Dote 

_ -S/14/80 

Field McKittrick - Zone/Pool Drill Site Water Depth (Clffshorc 

Main & Northeast Areas Tulare 
CASING PROGRAM (All depths below ocean floor or ground) 

Casing String 
Cementing Depth Annular Cement Fill Pressure Test Di vi sian 

Tvnical Marker or Zone TYD: (Marker or Zone + __ •) (psi/min.) Inspections 

.. 
B-5/8" or 7" Too of Tulare 500' To surface -- None 

None - Liner landed 

6-5/8" or 5-1/2" 800'+ through zone -- None 

RESERVOIR PRESSURE & GRADIENT 
Present 

psi psi 
so - 100 

psi/ft. 
.1 - .2 

Abnormal Pressure Intervals: 

BLOWOUT PREVENTION EQUIPMENT PROGRAM 

Operation DOG 
API Stack 

Test Schedule Additional 
Class Company DOG Requirements 

NO BLOWOUT PREVENTION EQUIFME ~T IS REQUIRED. 

. -Addtttonal Comments:l.Demonstration of water shut-off is not required for the Tulare zone, in Main 
and Northeast areas of McKittrick field, because the zone meets the following criteria: 
a) No fresh water present. b) Pool with a long production history and a history of successful 
water shut-offs. 2. The Division will routinely monitor well production data, and if anomalous 
water production is indicated, remedial action will be ordered. 

FRESH WATER 
Top 

None present 
I Bottom 

General Comments 

Field rules apply to development wells only. Well operations nre subject to approv:-~1 on a well-to-wel! basis. 

All operations not covered by litis :1pplication are subject to lhe regul:~tions of theSt::1te Division of Oil and Gas, Title 1·1, Divisio· 

2, Chapter 4 of the California Administr:1tive Code. 

___ _..:M:_::_•_;:G:..:•:_:M.:.:E=:F:...F:...=E~R::D:__ __________ , S to 1 e 0 i ! c n d Go s Super vi s c 

By c;ft t{I.JJ,vn-iZ;-J ,~# 
( -~ 1 ,;;nn I urt~) 

Deputy Supervisor 



DIVI~IQI'. OF OIL & GAS 

fIELD RULES 
I 
Dare 

. 5/14/80 

Field McKittrick - Zone/Pool Drill Site Water D~prh (Offshor 

Main & Northeast Areas San Joaouin 

:ASING PROGRAM (All depths below oceon floor or ground) 

Cementing Depth Annular Cement Fill Pressure Test Divi sian 

Casing String 
Tvnl.cal Marker or Zone TYD! (Marker or lone + __ •) (psi/min.) In spec r icn~ 

-

Joaq1,1in 

7" Too of San·; 1100 1 To surface -- None 

None - Liner landed 

5-1/2" -- 1400 1 throu~h zone -- Nrme_ 

RESERVO:R PRESSURE & GRADIENT 

Initial Present 

psi psi psi/ft. 

200 
Abnormal Pressure Intervals: 

BLOWOUT PREVENTION EQUIPMENT PROGRAM 

Operation 
DOG 

API Stack 
Test Schedule Additional· 

(loss Company DOG Requirements 

NO BLOWOUT PREVENTim EQUIR-1 NT IS REQUIRED 

" 

AddJtJonal Comments: 1. Demonstration of water shut-off is not re!1uired for the San Joaquin zone 

in the Main and Northeast areas of McKittrick field, because the zone meets the following 

criteri~: a) No fresh water present. 2. The Division w111 routinely monitor well productiot 

data, and if anomalous water production is indicated, remedial action will be ordered. 

FRESH WATER 

Top 
None present 

IBollom 

General Comments 

Field n;les apply lo development wells only. Well opcr(l!ions <Jre subject to opprovnl on a well-to-wel! basis. 

All operations not covered by this application are subject to the regul~tions of lheSt::ate Division of Oil ;:md Gas, Tille 1-l. Divi~i< 

2, Ch~1pter 4 of the C:difurnia Administrative Code. 

OGJ125 (1_7-:-~7-D'HRR- 5C) 

---r-M~.--"G'-'.~M.:.:E;;;..F;;...::.F.;;;E;.:;.R;.;;D;;__. ___________ , S I o 1 e Oi! on d Go s Sup e rv i! 

By ~1---'-". !"'--"".{_!, _._,ll~(=-c ~~-'-'-~Z-r'__.pt!="""--
<~'t:.nlttutro) 

Deputy Supervisor 
(Tofrl 



MC KITTRICK OIL FIELD ,, .· 



DIVISIOr--. OF OIL &. GAS 
' fIELD RULES 

5/14/80 

Field l1cKittrick - Zone/'Pool Dri II Sire Water Depth (Offshore 

Main & Northeast Areas Olig (Potter) 

CASIHG PROGRAM (All depths below ocean floor or ground) 

CaS:ing Sttling 
Cementing Depth Annular Cement Fill Pressure Test Division 

Tvoica Marker or Zone TVD z (Marker or Zone + __ •) (psi/min.) Inspections 

5-1/2" -- 1400 1 + To ~ :e. -- Non~ 

OR 

7" Top of Olig 800'+ To surface -- None 

Liner landed through 

5-1/2" -- 1400 1 zone 

RESERVOIR PRESSURE&. GRADIENT 
Present 

psi 
psi psi/ft. 

Abnormal Pressure Intervals: 

BLOWOUT PREVENTION EQUIPMENT PROGRAM 

Operation 
DOG 

API Stack 
Test Schedule Additional 

Class Company DOG R equiremen r s 

NO BLOWOUT PREVENTIO EQUIR1 ~NT IS REQUIRED. 

_Additional Comments: 1. Demonstration of water shut-off is not re_quired for the Olig (Potter) zone 

in Main and Northeast areas of }1cKittrick field, because the zone meets the following criteria: 

a) No fresh water present. b) Pool with_ a long production history and a history of successful 

water shut-offs. 2. The Divis~on will routinely monitor well production data, and if anomalou 

water production is indicated, remedial action wi 11 be ordered. 

FRESH WATER 
Top 

None present 
!Bottom 

General Comments 

Field rules ;1pply to development wells only. Well opcr:1tions :1re subject to opprov:Jl on" well-to-well basis. 

All operations not covered by this ~1pplicotion <tre subject to the regulations of the State Division of Oil ;Jnd G<Js. Title H, Divisio 

2, Chapter 4 of the C:difurni<J i\dministr;~tive Code _ 

__ _,__M_ .. _'G_._M_E_F_F_E_R_D __________ , S Ia te Oi I and Go s Su pervi S· 

By dJI) ~~j eN/ 
) ( .'lJ~n.ntllto) 

Deputy Su~ervisor 
I 1 de) 

... 1 



Stale of California FORM K 

Memorandum 

To 

From 

Si Cordova 

Department of Conservation­
Division of Oil and Gas 

P~c~ Bakersfield 

I··',,\' 1 G .·:n, 1~80 

DIVISION OF OIL & GAS 

SACRAiv\ENTO 

Dote May 14, 1980 

Field Rule 
McKittrick Field 
Main & Northeast Areas 
Upper Zone 

Enclosed are the following cl.ocuments pertaining to the proposed field rule: 

1. Justification for the adoption of the rule. 

2. Contour map showing contours on top of the Antelope Shale in the Main 
Area, and on top of the Carneros in the Northeast Area. 

3. Proposed rules for the following: 

a) Tulare 

b) San Joaquin 

c) Olig (Potter) 

G. W. H•Jn ter 
Deputy Supervisor 

// ~~~, ; 

B I /1.)_ · /.J--IL"J,/L/ 
Y __ ~·~·--~~·----~------------------A., G. Hluza ._; 

District Operations Supervisor 

WH/AGH/mm 

Enclosures 



•·. 

George Rur.t:er 
Bakc.r~field 

Sacramento 

April 22, 1980 

Proposed Yield Rules -
lost Hills Field 

Your proposed field rules for the Tulare, Etchegoin. and 
Reef Ridge-Ante:lope-HcDonald zones of Lost Hill.a field 
are approved fo~ submittal to the operators for comment. 

/ ; 
./ :' 

M. G. Hefferd 
State Oil and Gas SUpervisor 



JUSTIFICATION FOR ADOPriON OF FI'ELD RULES, TULARE, ETCHIDOIN, 
AND REEF RIDGE-ANTELOPE-McDONALD ZONES, LOST HILLS FIELD 

Lost Hills field is located 45 miles northwest of Bakersfield, Kern County. 

Cumulative production is slightly over 130 million barrels of oil. Yearly 

production for the last decade has been slightly under the 1948 peak year of 

2.8 million barrels, due to steam stimulation and new well completions. In 

1979, production increased 34o,ooo barrels annually, to almost a new peak 

record, by fracturing diatomacious shales. 

Eighty percent of the field's current production is from the Tulare and 

~chegoin zones. The diatomaceous Reef Ridge, Antelope, and McDonald shales 

are now being selectively perforated and fractured for increased production. 

Prior to this, diatomacious shale production was from natural fractures in 

the Antelope and McDonald zones, locally known as the Cahn zone in the south 

part of the field. 

Presently, water shut-off is demonstrated by means of a production test after 

the well is completed. 

Sections 3222 and 3223 of the California Public Resources Code allow the 

Division discretion in requiring demonstration of water Shut-off and the 

witnessing thereof. 

The Tulare, Etchegoin, and Reef Ridge-Antelope-McDonald zones were selected as 

good candidates for field rules eliminating water shut-off testing, for the 

following reasons: 

1. There are no fresh waters within the field. 

2. The pools have a long production history and a history of successful 
water shut-off. 

3. Modern cementing has significantly decreased the possibility of 
cementing failures. 

4. As a general practice, all operators in the field cement casing 
solidly to the surface through the zone of completion. 
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DIY!SI91'. OF OIL & GAS 

FIELD RULES 
I 
Dote · 

4/17/80 
Field Zone/Pool 

Tulare 
Drifl Site Water Depth (Offsho, 

Lost Hills 
CASING PROGRAM (All depths below ocean floor or ground) 

Ca~giSFrtng Cementing Depth Annular Cement Fill Pressure Test Division 
Marker or Zone TVD:t (Marker or Zone .Y __ .) (psi/min.) Inspection 

" cem. 1'30'+ "300" zone 150 to surface None None 
-.-

-1/2" ld 4'50' + 

e.r-!'A 1 '50 - 4oo' 

--

RESERVOIR PRESSURE & GRADIENT 
Initial Present 

psi 

Abnormal Pressure Intervals: 

BLOWOUT PREVENTION EQUIPMENT PROGRAM 

Operation DOG 
API Stack Test Schedule Additional 

Class Company DOG Requirement! . 
No blowout nrevention eauiprnen ... reauired. 

- -Add1t1onal Comments: 1. The WSO test ~s no longer requ~red for the Tulare zone of Lost H~lls 
field, because the field meets the following criteria: a) No fresh water present. b) Pool 
with a long production history, and a history of successful water shut-off. 2. The Division 
of Oil & Gas will routinely monitor production data, and if anoi:lalous water production is 
indicated, remedial action will be ordered. 

FRESH WATER 

None 
I Bottom Top 

General Comments 

Field rules apply to C:cvelopment w~l\s only. Well operntions nre subject to <lpprov<Jl on <J well-to-wel! basis. 

All oper~ltions not co•;ered by this applicmion are subject to the re[;ulations of thcSt<~te Division of Oil and Gas, Tille 14, Divi~ 
2, Chapter 4 of the California Administrative Code. 

___ Mu...._..G...,.o--J.:M:.~.~E..,;f._.fc..E..._;Ru,D...__ ___________ , S tote Oi I or. d Go s Super 11 

Denuty Suuervisor 
OGD125 (12-77-0WRR-SC) 



DIV-!SI.Ot-. OF Oil & GAS 

Field 
Lost Hills 

FIELD 

Zone/Pool 
Etchegoin 

CASIHG PROGRAM (All depths below ocean iloor or ground) 

Typl.Ca.l Cementing Cepth 
Cos1ng Str1ng 

Marker or Zone TYD:: 

I 
5-li2" comb. strinQ" "A" zone 6oo 

ld .. through, 
co'd 10'+ above "D" zone LOCO 

zone of completi :~n 

RESERVOIR PRESSURE & GRADIENT 

Initial 

psi 

Abnormal Pressure Intervals: 

BLOWOUT PREVENTION EQUIPMENT PROGRAM 

Operation 
DOG API Stack 

Class -
No blowout nreventim eauinm ent reauired 

RULES 
!
Dote 

4/17/30 

Drill Site Water Depth (Oifshc 

Annular Cement Fill Pressure Test Division 

(Marker or Zone + __ •) (psi/min.) lnspec:io 

to surfac~ -- --
to ~. :e -- --

Present 

Ips t/ft. 

T.e s t Schedu I e Additional 

Company DOG Requirement 

Additional Comm.ents: 1. The WSO test is no longer required for the_ Etchegoin zone of Lost Hills 

field, because the zone meets the following criteria: a) No fresh water present. b) Pool wit: 

a long production history, and a history of successful water shut-off. 2. The Division of Oi: 

& Gas will routinely monitor production data, and if anomalous water production is indicated, 

remedial action will be ordered. 

FRESHWATER 

None 
!Bottom Top 

General Comments 

Field rules apply to development wells only. Well operations are subject to approv::tl on a well-lo-well basis. 

All operations not covered by this application are subject to the regul<!tions of theState Division of Oil anc.l Gas, Title 14, Civic~ 

2, Chapter 4 of the California Administrative Code. 

Deuuty Supervisor 



DIVISIOt-. OF OIL & GAS 

FIELD 

Field Reef Ridge-
Lost Hills e-~1cDonald 

CASING PROGRAM (All depths below ocean floor or ground) 

.TY.P~'ial Cementing Depth 
Casang !rang 

Marker or Zone TVD:!: 

.RULES 

I Drill Sire 

Annular Cement Fill 
(Marker or Zone+ __ •) 

I 
Date 

4/17/80 

Pressure Test Oi vision 
(psi/min.) Inspect ions 

8-5/8" ,; /'. 
-. 

300 to surface ---- --
5-1/2" -- 3,000 to surface -- --

Selective y perforated . and fractured n stages • I 
.. 

RESERVOIR PRESSURE & GRADIENT 

Initio I Present 
psi !psi/ft. 

700 - 3,600 
I psi/ft. 

.43 75 
Abnormal Pressure Intervals: 

BLOWOUT PREVENTION EQUIPMENT PROGRAM 

Operation 
DOG 

API Stack 
Test Schedule Additional' 

Class Company DOG Requirements 

Prior to drilling 
Drilling II 2MA or BR out of surface casi lg --
Fracturing - Adeauate 1: tlcwout revention eoui oment must be instal ed and tested trriior 

to fractm in~ for !production. 

.. 
Addataonal Comments: 1. The WSO test ~s no longer requ1.red for the Reef R1.dge-Antelope-McDonald 
zone of Lost Hills field, because the zone meets the following-criteria: a) No fresh water 
present. b) Pool with a long production history, and a history of successful water shut-off. 
2. The Division of Oil & Gas will routinely monitor production data, and if anomalous water 
production is indicated, remedial action will be ordered. 

FRESH WATER 
fop 

None 

IBollom 

General Comments 

Field rules apply to development wells only. Well oper<~lions are subject to approval on a well-lo-well basis. 

All oper;1tions not covered by this application ;1re subject to -the regul;dions or the State Division of Oii and Gas, Title 14, Di·,·isio· 

2, Ch~1pter 4 of the California Administr;1tive Code. 

____ ...:.M.:..:•::..._;G=-:.... -..:..:ME=.!'.;::;.J:'..::ER=D __________ , State Oi I and Go s Sup erv; ~ c 

By Q.Pjf</Jd'/~Kr,...<' GoV. Hunter(.):~narlirn) 
Deputy Supervise~ 
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